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A HAPPY FESTIVE SEASON TO ALL

LILLIAN SWANEPOEL retiring

WISHING all ECHO residents,
staff and directors a happy and
joyous festive season. After a
chaotic and traumatic 2020 that
will make history books around
the world, this may just turn out
be the year in which we came to
realise that life, the present moment and the people we love
are far more vital (but tenuous)
than the material possessions
we often prioritise. It is a human
trait that we tend to learn the
value of something only when it
is gone. So perhaps the biggest

These dancers performed the Jerusalema at Walton Park: ESLY
STRYDOM (dance teacher), DANEL BOUWER, MARGARET
BROWNE, supervisor AMANDA FOURIE, CHANTAL VAN DER
MERWE, MARION MOORE, ANN VON BENECKE, JUDY MEEK,
VERONICA VAN TONDER, YVONNE MEYER and ULLA VAAJA.
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takeaway of 2020 will be to
treasure those people who love
you, reminding us to make the
most of our children, grandchildren, family and friends. Conversely, taking joy in each
breath and moment may force
those small things that perhaps
are too quick to irritate and anger into the background of life. I
took this role because I believed
it represented an opportunity to
be so much more by making,
along with the ECHO Board and
staff, a real difference to you all,
to your families and enriching
your experience of life at ECHO
Foundation. I certainly did not
expect this belief to manifest
itself in the form of a global pandemic, where suddenly and
quite literally it became a matter
of life and death. I am sure
many of you would agree that
some of the smaller, practical
life changes we have all experienced pale into comparison being unable to hold your loved
ones. I want to thank every one
of you for your courage and determination while assisting the
staff and management team in
navigating 2020. Without the
compassion, understanding and
Turn to Page 2

Teaching residents the Jerusalema

DEIDRE JACOBS

Deidre is new
nursing head
I am Deidre Jacobs, newly appointed nursing manager at the
ECHO Foundation. I have been
married for the past 26 years to
Marius and we have been
blessed with two wonderful
daughters. Our eldest daughter,
Carmen, is 23 and is a student
at NMU, studying Microbiology.
Our youngest daughter, Chantal, is 18 and will be matriculating at D F Malherbe High
School this year and will start to
study Business Management at
NMU next year. I studied for
four years, then worked at the
Port Elizabeth Provincial Hospital for two years. When we
planned to start a family, I went
to work for Dr Steyn Louw
(physician) for 10 years. He
sadly passed on and I then
worked at St George’s Hospital
for a while before working for Dr
E H Bonnet (urologist) for 20
years. On his retirement the
practice was taken over by Dr G
B Boustead and I had the privilege of working for him for the
last two years. Thankfully I have
been blessed to work for the
most amazing people and I
know this pattern will continue
at ECHO. To all the residents at
ECHO, the staff and management, I wish to thank you all for
accepting me into your lives.

ESLY STRYDOM and CHANTAL VAN DER MERWE, of Walton
Park, came to teach Dunant Park residents the Jerusalema.
Front: CHANTAL and ESLY, HAZEL SCHLAPHOFF, ESME WILLIAMS, BARBIE FOWLER and BEV GREEN. Back: LESLEY FOSTER, MARGIE HOLDSTOCK, supervisor ZELDA SPIES, DIANE
VAN DER MESCHT, MALLIE BOYLE and PETER FOWLER. They
entertained residents by dancing at the October Joker Draw.

A happy festive
season to all
From Page 1

In September a farewell tea
was given for IRENE TSILI,
who retired after serving faithfully at Walton Park for 32
years. She will be sadly
missed by the many residents
whom she served.

Picture requests
RESIDENTS are welcome to
request e-mailed pictures, articles or pages from Hello Echo
magazines. The editors will
send your requests to an e-mail
address. They need to know
the date and page number of
the issue. Contact details: 38
Kruger Gardens; 041-5835968
or cell: 0766256276 or e-mail to:
kydimbleby@eject.co.za.
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teamwork shown, keeping the
virus at bay would have been,
and will continue to be, impossible. In particular, I would like to
thank Matron Lillian Swanepoel
for her commitment and loyalty
to the staff and residents of the
ECHO Foundation for the past
35 years. Matron has touched
hundreds of lives over the years
and I am sure I speak for many
of us when I say how incredibly
grateful I am for the time I have
had to work with her. I could not
have wished for a more extraordinary and passionate person to
mentor my introduction to
ECHO. We all wish her a marvellous retirement! At the time of
writing, Nelson Mandela Bay is
experiencing its second COVID
surge. Nonetheless, on behalf
of the ECHO Board, management and staff, I wish you all a
peaceful and merry December,
filled with joy, love and happiness. Stay safe, be responsible.
ECHO CEO DEAN GURNEY

NEW RESIDENTS AND LILLIAN RETIRES

NOLAN and PIKKIE BARTLETT, new residents
at Lapa Munnik Cottages, wrote this about
themselves: “We met on 13 January 1966 in
Vereeniging, where we both grew up, and were
married in November 1968. So we have been
married for 52 years. We moved to Boksburg,
where we stayed for 40 years. We did not have
children, but have a precious Maltese called
Vonnie. We decided to retire in Port Elizabeth
as we both love the windy city. We bought a
townhouse in Lovemore Heights and stayed
there till we moved to the Lapa Munnik Cottages three months ago.”

Stanbury Park Entertainment Committee member SUSANNA ROBERTSON presented a hamper to ECHO general manager operations
LILLIAN SWANEPOEL to wish her well on her
retirement after 35 years with the organisation.

JIM GREEN and ALASDAIR MACKAY with their beautiful red and yellow pincushion proteas.
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Julia Yates is senior citizen finalist
IT is probably fair to say that
many of us go through our lives
being good citizens and being
helpful and supportive to others
without a second thought or
even the slightest idea that what
to us seems so ordinary and
just the right thing to do is seen
by others as extraordinary. Julia
Yates, of Laubscher Park East,
is one of those people. For
years she had been going about
doing things to be helpful in her
community, from church coffee
shops to bazaars and from
school committees to safe
houses and facilities for abandoned babies and abused
women and children. She lent a
hand for no other reason because she saw it as the right
thing to do. As she said: “It’s
what I do, it’s who I am.” So it
came as a complete surprise
when she heard that she had
become one of nine finalists in
the Golden Oldies Fund Raising
Club’s Senior Citizen of the
Year award. The award is an

JULIA YATES
initiative that was started in
2012 to promote active aging
and recognise the contributions
made by senior citizens who
make a difference in their community. It is also intended to inspire young people to draw from
the experience and wisdom of
their seniors. This year, because

LORRAINE VON MEMERTY in her LPE garden.

of the COVID-19 factor, a decision was made to dispense with
one overall winner. Instead the
nine finalists each received tokens of appreciation donated by
businesses and each one was
asked to nominate a charity to
receive a R1 000 donation. This
added to Julia’s dilemma. Who
to nominate? Over the years
she had been associated with
so many causes, each one
equally worthy. In the end, after
discussing it with her husband,
Mel, she felt that the best solution was, as she put it “to bring it
home” because ECHO is her
home now and the place that
she continues to support and
serve unstintingly. The decision
made, The ECHO Benevolent
Fund, which helps with medical
and care expenses for those of
us who need them, was her
nominated charity. That’s Julia
for you!
MIKE BREEN
Laubscher Park East

MARIE LAST with her crimson Bougainvillea.
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Hello to Sharon and farewell to Trish

SHARON TRYFONOS
WITH the departure of Trish
Stoop, we welcome our new
supervisor, Sharon Tryfonos.
She and husband Phillip are
already residents of the village.
Sharon was born in Port Elizabeth and attended Lawson
Brown High School. After getting married she and her husband moved to Durban, where
she joined Milady’s. After two
years they returned to PE and
Sharon continued her career at
the same company, where she
spent a total of 30 years. They
enjoy open spaces and chose to
retire to Fairhaven because
there is a sense of freedom in
the complex and the surrounding open areas. One can enjoy
the beautiful view of the bay and
watch ships entering and leaving the harbour. Sharon enjoys
reading, movies, walking at the
beach and socialising. Her
aims: For residents to be safe,
happy and content in our village
and for Fairhaven to become
the top ECHO village. We wish
her success in her time as supervisor.
With great sadness Fairhaven
residents said goodbye to supervisor Trish Stoop, a very
special lady. The next stage in
her life – retirement – had arrived. She will be moving to the
beautiful Robertson area in the

Trish Stoop with Rescom and Entcom: CHRIS FOSTER, ERROL
MacKENZIE, LINDA ROBSON, PAULINE DE VILLIERS, BRIAN
BRUNETTE, JOAN BURGDORF, TRISH STOOP, MARINTHA DU
PREEZ, XANDRE VAN DER BERG (social worker), SHARON
TRYFONOS (new supervisor) and DAWN DE WITT.

Fairhaven residents saying goodbye to Trish: MARIE VAN
ROOYEN, TRISH and BARBARA and BILL HICKSON.
Breede River Valley, the Valley
of Wine and Roses. Trish knew
exactly what was happening at
Fairhaven. She had eyes everywhere and had solutions for
every problem, big or small!
Monday mornings started with
her testing all the sirens, waking
many a late sleeper! She walked
to every corner of the village,
knowing every shortcut to reach
the crisis as fast as possible.
After supper she investigated
the entire perimeter fence, inside and out, knowing where all
the danger spots were. Over the
5

years her footsteps covered the
entire village! We all knew we
could go to her with our problems – whether they were village, personal, big or small –
and would receive an attentive
ear. We could not have wanted
a more caring person – one who
knew us each by name, our personalities and shortcomings.
She understood us so well. May
your retirement be filled with
happiness!
MARINTHA DU PREEZ
Fairhaven

LP West farewell for Lee Ward Able
THE Laubscher Park West Sunday braai on October 11 was slightly different this year as we said a
fond farewell to our ex-supervisor, Lee Ward Able.
It was quite chilly so we could not spread out and
picnic on the lawn outside as previously planned,
so most of the ladies lined up in the hall to say a
personal goodbye. The men, however, were mostly
tending to the fire and waited until “cooking” time
for their chat with Lee. Lee gave a short speech in
the hall and Bert van Vledder handed over a gift
from the villagers. Some folk who didn’t braai just
popped in to say goodbye and then went home for
lunch as the rain was threatening. However, the
weather cleared and a pleasant lunch was had by
all. Lee has been with us for seven years and we
are really going to miss him in our village.
BERT VAN VLEDDER hands over a gift from
LP West villagers to LEE WARD ABLE.

BERT VAN VLEDDER, Laubscher Park West

DELINE EDWARDS and BRENDA EMERY

JAMES and JENNY HEUNIS

DALEEN and JANNIE KRUGER

DAVID and CATHY BROADBENT
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Margaret: artist, quilter, teddy maker
WHEN Margaret Horn moved into Fairhaven she
found her flat too small to accommodate all her artwork. Her solution: donate to Fairhaven! Now 17 of
her works adorn the library, hall and Coffee Shop.
Inevitably we became interested in the creator of
these wonderful paintings. In Std 6 a teacher introduced her to art and painting and changed her life.
She likes all media and her favourite subjects are
birds, flowers and landscapes. Over the years she
joined a variety of art societies and also became
interested in quilting. She arrived at Fairhaven with
a stash of quilting material. Where to keep it?
COVID-19 came to the rescue! She joined PE
Mask Makers, a group from all over town, and the
quilting material became 30 000 masks, donated to
the needy. At present she is into teddies – smiling
teddies! These are sent to Teddies for Tragedy for
abused children. Margaret says: “I am very lucky to
keep myself occupied. Before getting up in the
morning I decide what to do. You should have a
plan for the day.” We are fortunate to have such a
creative and energetic lady in our midst.

MARGARET HORN with her some of her smiling
teddies which are sent to Teddies for Tragedy
for abused children.

MARINTHA DU PREEZ, Fairhaven

Margaret’s painting of arum
lilies on silk and (below) a
watercolour of poppies.

MARGARET with her painting of a scene at Sedgefield. The
figures in the painting and Margaret and a friend.

The Fairhaven painting group: NAN DAVIS, MERYL DUNCAN,
MARGARET HORN and JOAN BURGDORFF.
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Family celebrates special birthday

KEITH and GILL DA SILVA
enjoying the special lunch put
on by their family to celebrate
Gill’s 90th birthday in August.
Gill, previously Glover, has
lived at Kruger Gardens for 27
years, nine of which while
married to Keith. One of her
sons, Michael, owns the Bru
Bar restaurant and conference centre in Walmer and
24 family members gathered
for the festivities. Unfortunately, due to the lockdown,
some family members could
not be there. The food, the
flowers, the whole occasion

was, in Keith’s words: “The
best show I’ve been to!” Gill
has seven grandchildren and
nine great-grandchildren, all
of whom call her Ido – named
for one of the many songs
she sang to them – “I do like
to be beside the seaside” –

Boerewors rolls were made
and sold by the Kruger Gardens Entertainment Committee on Heritage Day. Among
those helping were KAI TARNOW,
JILL
BASSON,
MARLENE VORSTER and
PAT RHEEDER. Music kept
the residents entertained and
everyone had lots of fun.

When ERNOLD WILLS asked BEV to marry him eight years ago,
she agreed on condition that she could have a garden! Her
mother was an avid gardener and Bev also has a passion for
flowers, colour and the English country garden style. They have
a water tank and Bev does nearly all the planting, composting,
weeding and work herself. Kruger Gardens residents love to
walk past their cottage because it always looks so beautiful.

GILL DA SILVA with her three sons MICHAEL, ALAN
and HUGH GLOVER.

8

which is still true today. She
does like it near the beach!
They all love this nonagenarian dearly, a testament to a
great matriarch.
DI HAARHOFF
Kruger Gardens

Caritas knits blankets for Mandela Day

MAUREEN BELDON, YVONNE VAN ROOYEN,
ANN CARTER and ALEX DE LANGE were
among the Caritas members who knitted for the
67 Blankets for Nelson Mandela Day. Miriam
Mowatt, 90, made16 blankets and 12 beanies.

KEN JEANES (left) and ERNIE PIKE handed over
knitwear made by Caritas Service Centre members to MARIETJIE BOTHA from the 67 Blankets
for Nelson Mandela Day project. Well done to all
the ladies for their hard work!

Happy recipients with their blankets from 67
Blankets for Nelson Mandela Day.

BONITA BOTHA and helpers from 67 Blankets
for Nelson Mandela Day handing out blankets.

Each blanket had a label
sewn on to say it came from
the Caritas Service Centre.

These lovely pictures of birds were taken by Kevin Jackson, of
Stanbury Park, during the lockdown. They show a Cape weaver
and a bokmakierie enjoying themselves in the birdbath.
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Fun tour of places of interest in PE
NORMANDY COURT residents
went on a bus tour of places of
interest in Port Elizabeth. The
tour started at the indoor Algoa
Park Kart Track at Moffett on
Main, where there was a quaint
little pub with a magnificent view
of the track and the shenanigans that go with racing. Then
off to the Air Force Museum,
which was a hit with fascinating
stories told by the curator. The
most interesting story was about
the helicopter which was used
to rescue a pregnant woman
during floods and a baby girl
who was born in the chopper.
She visited the museum at the
age of 20 to see where she was
born. The tour director couldn’t
get any volunteers for a flip in
the helicopter. At the Noordhoek
Ski Boat Club we watched the
ski boats entering the cove after
battling the waves to the beach.
What an adrenalin rush! At the
Maritime Club in Annerley Terrace we saw all sorts of miniature items, including a model
ship, on display, made by a
member who painstakingly built
them over the years to perfect
scale. What a craftsman and
what patience! The tour group
ended a most enjoyable day
with a braai in the Normandy
Court garden.
ZETA COLLOCOTT
Normandy Court

GRAHAM SWART, JOHAN NIEMAND, GWEN KLEINHANS,
MIRIAM STIEMENS and PAULINE and PETER VAN BLERK on
the beach at Noordhoek.

Two visitors, FREDA GILCHRIST and GWEN KLEINHANS, who
attended the breakfast at Normandy Court, admiring the
garden, which was a flourish of colour with vygies and
clivias and all the other indigenous plants after recent rain.

At the first tea allowed during lockdown which was hosted by Normandy Court’s Entertainment
Committee were ETHEL GERMSHUYS and BEVERLEY JACKSON, as well as ARLEEN and
NEELS VAN ROOYEN, the day after they celebrated their 56th wedding anniversary.
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Oliver and Cathy Green and family
TWO new residents, Oliver and
Cathy Green, moved into
Dunant Park during the lockdown. They were both widowed
and a mutual friend worked to
get them together on a date.
They have now been married for
a year. Oliver is the son of
Norma Green, who has lived in
ECHO villages for 25 years.
Norma now shares a cottage
with her daughter, Bev, and the
“young couple” live just around
the corner. So now we have a
mother with two of her children
with her in the retirement village.
Another son, Glenn, who lives at
the Hartbeespoort Dam, has his
name on the ECHO waiting list
as well. Maybe the Greens will
set a record. Oliver left home as
a young man – the last birthday
he spent with his mom was
when he turned 19. Now life has
come full circle and he has celebrated his 67th birthday here
with her again. Oliver lived in
Sasolburg and worked in Research and Development with
Sasol. In his free time he was a
riverboat skipper on the Vaal at
Stonehaven. He was married for
41 years before he lost his wife.
He has three sons. The youngest, Alastair, was caught by
COVID-19 as he was in the air
flying to China to teach English
when the pandemic broke there.
So he was off the plane and into
quarantine straight away. All
went well and he is still there
teaching. Cathy and her late
husband were Pentecostal pastors and she has one son. Two
cousins also live in ECHO villages. Anna Green is at Fairhaven and Yvonne Nicholas
lives at Walton Park. The extended family get together regularly for coffee and cake. It is
wonderful that we have a facility
like ECHO which provides us
with the ability to have a “family
within a family”.
SIGRID HUMAN
Dunant Park

CATHY and OLIVER GREEN, standing behind his mother,
NORMA, and his sister, BEV GREEN, who are flanked by their
cousins, ANNA GREEN and YVONNE NICHOLAS. Bev hosts a
regular family tea in the Dunant Park cottage she shares with
her mother. Anna lives at Fairhaven and Yvonne at Walton Park.

BEV GREEN in her new garden at her cottage at Dunant Park.
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MK Christmas cards and dreamcatchers

PATRICIA STANDER, YVONNE BARNARDO and DOROTHY HOFFELDT were among the
Munro Kirk residents who were kept busy making Christmas cards, dreamcatchers
and decorating pots with ECHO activity organiser Marietjie Marx.

DORINNE ORTON, LIZ ELSON and THELMA DYER show off their creations.

NORMA STEELE

DORINNE ORTON
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FREDA NUNS

Residents enjoy activities at Munro Kirk

NORMA STEELE with the
pot she decorated.

DORINNE ORTON, COLETTE BOSMAN and NORMA STEELE
enjoyed working on a jigsaw puzzle at Munro Kirk.

DOROTHY HOFFELDT, COLETTE BOSMAN and HELENA VOGES with their flower arrangements.

LORINDA ERASMUS

CYNTHIA BOARDMAN
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THELMA DYER

NONAGENARIAN GROUP INCREASES

MARY SCARR

MILLY GUSH

ROSIE OLIVIER

In 2011, when I moved into
Laubscher Park East, the elderly seemed to be mainly in
their 80s. Since then several
residents have joined that exclusive group who could be known
as The Nonagenarians.

are all standing by, awaiting the
bugle call which will announce
the end of the virus and then
they will be able to celebrate!

birthday on June 9 turned out to
be an enjoyable day for her.
Her nephew and his wife said
that she could not spend her
day alone so they arranged a
braai. Their daughter, son-in-law
and grandchild also attended,
which made the day very special for Mien. She discovered
later that Sandy Stevens and
other LP East friends had come
round and sung at her front
door, but unfortunately Mien
was not there. In her letterbox,
people had placed cards and
even chocolates, which she
continued to enjoy for days afterwards.

Mary Scarr was lucky because
her birthday was on March 2 so
the Big Day took place without
having to change her plans. She
had a sit-down meal in the Walmer Service Centre hall. Her
four children and their families
were there as well as her extended family, several of whom
were from out of town. Her
grandson sang a song and then
she and her grandson sang
“Over the Rainbow”, which she
used to sing to him at night
when he was a little boy. The
cousins all reminisced about
their childhood. Mary said it was
a wonderful and happy occasion
and she could not have asked
for anything more.
Although Milly Gush’s birthday
on April 24 was not during the
first levels of COVID-19, there
was still a limit to the celebration. A granddaughter, her
daughter - in- law and her
neighbour, Edith Parker, brought
her a cake, which Milly said was
the most beautiful one she had
ever seen. She says her friends

Rosie Olivier’s children had
arranged a Surprise Party (a
lunch) for her birthday on April
25. This would have been a
great surprise for Rosie as,
while some live in PE, others
live in Pretoria and one as far
away as Luxembourg! While this
wasn’t possible, some of the
family came round to wish her a
happy birthday. For a few minutes four generations were together: Rosie (on her stoep), her
daughter, her granddaughter
and her great-granddaughter (all
sitting around on the grass). In
the afternoon residents came
and sang. Rosie received more
than 60 telephone calls and text
messages. The family (including
the son in Luxembourg) all
skyped her and sang “Happy
Birthday”. Her son also arranged
for the entertainer, Jan Blohm,
to play the guitar and sing to
her, after which Jan wished her
a happy birthday. This was very
special as, being on her cellphone, she can keep it and
watch it at any time.
Despite the coronavirus and the
limitations which it has imposed
on everyone, Mien Beniers’s
14

Thelma Palframan said her
birthday on June 15 was almost
like an ordinary day because of
the lockdown. Her son and
daughter-in-law came to wish
her a happy birthday, but unfortunately she couldn’t give them
the usual hug. (Thelma says
that she is a hugger and that a
hug is a great gift: one size fits
all.) Her granddaughter made
delicious cupcakes for her to
share with her friends. She received cards and many phone
calls, even from people with
whom she had worked. In conclusion, she says that when she
thinks back, it wasn’t just an ordinary day, it was a happy day
and one which she enjoyed.

AT LAUBSCHER PARK EAST VILLAGE

MIEN BENIERS

THELMA PALFRAMAN

LORRAINE VON MEMERTY

For Lorraine von Memerty’s
birthday on July 31 the family
had planned to have a celebratory lunch at a restaurant near
Colleen Glen. Then came
COVID 19. Her son put on his
thinking cap and it was decided
that she would spend a few
days with them. It was also arranged that, instead of everyone
sending something on the same

day, it would be spread out to an
arrival once a week of a parcel.
Friday was the chosen day.
Lorraine said that this was a
wonderful idea as she has received a lovely surprise on
every Friday since then. Some
gifts were very novel: two Woollies cooked chickens arrived,
piping hot. Each bouquet of
flowers has been enjoyed in

turn. Lorraine had requested not
to be told who was sending
something or when. She says
that it has become a day of
great suspense and anticipation: proof that she has never
really grown up. What memories
for these wonderful people!
DESIREE MARTIN
Laubscher Park East

Special birthday celebrated at Laubscher Park West
A SPECIAL birthday was celebrated at Laubscher Park West on
September 11. Sheila Gardner turned 90, wow, more like 60 than
90! Sheila, one of five, three girls and two boys, was born in
King William’s Town. She was a boarder at the Sacred Heart
Convent, where she spent many happy years. After leaving
school she was a typist at Norris’s garage in “King” and then
came a move to East London, where she worked at Glenton &
Mitchell. A few years later came a transfer to Port Elizabeth,
which resulted in her meeting someone very special, her husband, Des, whom she married in 1954. Peter and Roy were born
soon afterwards. Sheila has three grandchildren and five greatgrandchildren. Sheila put her talents to good use at the Red
Cross, where she assisted with hairdressing. For 26 years she
helped do the hair of many of the residents. Who can remember
the Oceana Tea Garden down at the beach, the delicious scones
and pancakes which were enjoyed by many over the years? She
was one of the ladies who helped with the baking and serving
of tea and coffee. Des and Sheila moved to Laubscher Park
West in 2010. Unfortunately Des passed away in 2014, but we
are blessed to still have Sheila living at Laubscher Park West,
where she is a friend to all.
SHEILA GARDNER
… a friend to everyone.

DELINE EDWARDS, Laubscher Park West
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Award-winning artistic woodturner

HANNETJIE and HENNIE ODENDAAL at the NMM Art Museum’s
exhibition “Through your Eyes, a Journey to America”.
THERE are many talented residents in the ECHO villages, one
of whom is Hennie Odendaal,
who moved into Kruger Gardens with his wife, Hannetjie, in
May this year. Hennie is an
award-winning artistic woodturner and wood sculptor and
has a small gallery in their cottage. Indeed, when one sees
their garden, all done by Hennie, one is aware that someone
very artistic lives there. Hennie
is a man of many talents, not
only with his creations in wood,
but as a musician too – playing
the guitar when required at the
Harvest Christian Church. He is
ably supported by Hannetjie
who, even as a busy nursing
sister, still finds time to run a
beautiful home. Their two sons
live in Johannesburg. Hennie’s
first diploma for woodworking
was in primary school and his
abilities and awards have blossomed since then. Though he
was an experienced welder,
boilermaker and fitter and
turner, he only uses hand tools
for his woodwork creations. He
says his talent and inspiration
come from the Lord. He will get
a sudden feeling of creativity,
especially after studying a piece
of wood – a root, a branch or
trunk – he then does a sketch

HENNIE’s award-winning
“Spirit of Africa” creation.
and finds the Lord guides him in
deciding what to create from it.
Specialising in artistic expression, he draws inspiration from
music, nature, architecture and
woodturning literature. He is
known to place an uncompromising emphasis on strong design and skillful workmanship
from start to finish. He says: “As
I work I find that the resolution of
a problem can often result in a
wonderful shift into a new shape
or creation, a small sketch is
drawn as a reminder and then I
jump into creating the piece
16

HENNIE concentrating hard
in his workshop.
when the mood hits me. The
new piece is actually a part of
me shown to the world. My focus on my woodturning is on
precision and perfection. Each
piece of wood is unique and the
most enjoyable part of the process is to expose the inner
beauty of the wood. If we could
download the history of the
tree’s life, it could tell a wonderful story of its life experiences –
“Sunshine and Storms”. I find it
essential to look both inside and
outside the field of woodturning
for inspiration, with an eye for
art. Inspiration does not necessarily happen instantaneously, it
often diffuses over time.” He
concludes with something for all
of us: “Chase your dreams no
matter what – we can make a
difference.” Hennie has been a
member of the Port Elizabeth
Woodturners Guild for 10 years
and knows other ECHO wood
craftsmen – Peter Kingston, Jim
Green and David Michie, all of
Stanbury Park. Hennie has exhibited throughout South Africa
and is one of three Guild members to have staged a solo exhibition. In September 2019 his
exquisite piece, “Spirit of Africa”,
Turn to Page 17

Elaine and John celebrate 90 years
ELAINE WELLS celebrated her
90th birthday on August 28 by
having a tea party in her cottage
for friends and neighbours. This
was all organised by her daughter, Toni Wannenburg. Elaine
has lived at Kruger Gardens for
12 years, moving in after the
death of her husband, Tom
Wells, an ECHO Foundation
board member for many years.
Elaine’s smiles, kindness and
caring have made her a wellloved member of the community. She is also known for her
shortbread!
DI HAARHOFF
Kruger Gardens

ELAINE WELLS with her daughter, TONI WANNENBURG,
celebrating her 90th birthday in her Kruger Gardens cottage.

Renowned for his models
COMPLETING this issue’s trio
of 90th birthdays at Kruger Gardens is John Cambridge, who
turned 90 on October 5. He and
his wife, Mauveen, have lived at
Kruger Gardens for 28 years.
When they moved into their cottage there was only bushveld
behind the pool and Community
Centre! Many ECHO residents
know Mauveen as a respected
pianist who accompanied the
Happy Echoes Choir for 18
years. She and John married in
1965 and have a son, Grant.
Grant and his wife, Alvina, came
from Pretoria to celebrate the
great milestone. John has been
affectionately named “King Neptune” as he sits by the pool in
summer, which is very apt because he has always been a
swimmer and water polo player.
He was selected as the Springbok water polo team’s nontravelling reserve for the 1952
Helsinki Olympic Games, but no
one was injured so he was not
called upon. He attended Jeppe
High School for Boys in Johannesburg and is still an avid
Jeppe Quondam, the Jeppe Old
Boys’ Society, which still plays a
big part in his life. Indeed he

JOHN CAMBRIDGE
had many calls from old boys for
his 90th birthday. Many of us
remember John for his outstanding hobby of model building: cars, trains, toys and, especially, exquisite ships and boats,
all of which he made in the garage of his cottage. Head office
has some of his specially selected models on display. For
two years he was the Commodore of the Model Boat Club in
Port Elizabeth. May he continue
to sail on happily through his
golden years.
DI HAARHOFF
Kruger Gardens
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Hennie’s an
artistic
woodturner
From Page 16
won an award at the AWSA
“Spirit of Africa” competition. His
work has recently been exhibited at the NMM Museum in PE,
at the ARTEC Annual Exhibition, PEWG Year End Exhibition
and also on the PE Art Meander. Hennie is passionate about
woodturning as a legitimate art
form, not merely a craft work,
though the two are intimately
connected. “Crafted art” is a
good term for this art genre,
which has been in existence
since the 700s BC and deserves full artistic recognition.
Anyone seeing Hennie’s work
would agree.
Hennie’s website is https://
hennieod.wixsite.com/henniewoodart with details there if anyone would like to contact him or
see his gallery. How blessed we
are to have talents like this in
our ECHO family.
DI HAARHOFF
Kruger Gardens

LP West burst water main causes drama
A BURST water main caused
drama at Laubscher Park West
on October 17. It started just
before midnight on Saturday
when most of us were asleep. It
carried soil, pavers and sections
of grass down the driveway at
great speed. At the back of one
of the cottages a great fountain
of water gushed out of the
ground. Luckily one of our residents was awake, saw what was
happening and raised the alarm.
Our good lady on duty quickly
phoned Lynne Brooks and the
usual handymen, who came and
shut off the main water supply
valve. The rest of the village
slept on unaware of the drama
that had unfolded! At the crack
of dawn the full crew were back
on site with their wellies and
spades to start digging. As the
hole grew bigger and deeper, so
the water from the surrounding
area just kept seeping into the
hole. Out came the portable water pump to help stem the flow.
Douglas Small and Lynne
Brooks from head office were
also on hand to offer encouragement and help. By the end of
Sunday the hole was opened
enough to be able to see the
damage. At a depth of around
1½ metres, the main problem
lay revealed. A cast iron Tsection had corroded to the extent that it had broken open and
allowed the full flow of water to
push out and to the surface. Being a Sunday they could not get
the necessary spares so the repairs had to wait until Monday.
Most of us were without water
on Sunday, but a water tanker
was soon sent to help. Out
came whatever could hold water and at last the toilets could
be flushed again! I think we then
realised how privileged we are
to still have access to water. Our
water supply was switched on
again at about 5pm on Monday.
BERT VAN VLEDDER
Laubscher Park West

The crew that saved the day at the water tanker. A crewman
from the tanker, head office staff DOUGLAS SMALL, LILLIAN
SWANEPOEL, LYNNE BROOKS and the tanker driver.

The hole at the halfway stage during the disaster at LP West.

The mess that was left over after the drama.
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HERITAGE DAY BRAAI AT FAIRHAVEN
After many windy days 34
Fairhaven residents enjoyed
perfect weather on National
Heritage Day for their braai.
Enjoying themselves were
ANNETTE CARTER, DUDLEY
McLEOD, DAVID ALDENDORFF, SELVIN BOUWER,
VIVIAN VAN DER WATT and
ALLAN BARNARDO. Two new
picnic benches were a welcome addition to our braai
facilities. Many thanks to the
braaimasters, Chris Foster,
David Aldendorff and Pierre
van Vuuren, for lighting the
fires. They are also on duty at
our twice-monthly braais.
MARINTHA DU PREEZ
Fairhaven

ANNE THOMSON, BRIAN BRUNETTE and
JANET GORDON relax in the shade at the
Heritage Day braai.

CHRIS FOSTER, JENNY SHONE, RITA
BEASLEY, MARIE VAN ROOYEN and
THINUS DU PREEZ at the braai.

Enjoying themselves at the Fairhaven Heritage
Day braai are SARIE KOTZE, JOAN BURGDORFF, JOHN WAKEFORD, RETIEF
VOSLOO and MARGARET HORN.

Braaiing the food are CHRIS FOSTER, LINDA
ROBSON, PIERRE VAN VUUREN, ALLAN
BARNARDO, CYRIL ALWRIGHT, JOHN
WAKEFORD and SELVIN BOUWER.
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Wide variety of activities at LP East
ENTERTAINMENT this year has
been very erratic. Except during
lockdown alert levels 5 and 4,
Laubscher Park East has seen
a wide variety of activities, organised and arranged by our
committee. Most took place in
July and September. Before
March’s heavy lockdown,
Wendy Wyatt stocked up with
R500 worth of wool, from which
she and Lynne Steyn (with the
assistance of Bernie MacGregor
and Mary Scarr) knitted 270
teddy bears. These were given
to Sister Ethel at Missionvale.
Our Library is now open every
day of the week. Hairdressers
Lyn Bester and Nan Burnell returned and Kathy Wynne took
over from Leonie Cameron, who
retired earlier this year. Their
attention helped residents to
realise that their “new”
neighbours were actually familiar ones whose hair had grown
and who were now wearing the
required masks. A new hairdresser, Laetitia Gerber, started
on Mondays so we now can be
pampered on Mondays as well
as on Wednesdays and Fridays.
For Mandela Day residents
knitted beanies and scarves,
which were given to Altona Primary School in Greenbushes
and the MTR Smit Children’s
Home. A Pancake morning,
manned by Wendy Wyatt and
Marietjie Marx, was a great success. Coffee table-type books
are now on sale in the hall and
the proceeds will be used to buy
new books for the library.
In September Knit and Natter,
Bingo and Canasta resumed.
In addition to this, Marietjie
Marx and Sue Wessels demonstrated cupcake icing. On sale
have been eats made by EntCom members and residents.
The Curry & Rice take-away
and Hamburgers were thanks
to a general effort. Marlene Be-

MEL YATES and HENDRICK KOTZE pose in front of the latest
shelf that they made and installed at the Laubscher Park East
library. With them are the appreciative librarians, SANDRA
OLIVER and NAOMI FABBRI.
zuidenhout organised Pies,
which were made by a nonresident pensioner friend,
Jams were made by Joan Roux
and Marlene Bezuidenhout and
Soups by Cynthia Potgieter,
Julia Yates and Pauline Hall.
Marietha Zeelie has been selling
Fresh Veggies every fortnight.
With gardeners now permitted to
return, our gardens have received much required attention.

and members, including the
covers and pages.

A Garden Competition, organised by Marlene, was judged by
Barbara Eke, a landscape artist.
Congratulations to the winners,
Mel Gush, Peter and Pauline
Hall and Boulevard Jardine (the
Flats’ second lawn), who were
the winners of the Indoor/
Outdoor pot plants, the Small
Gardens and a Lawn Garden
r e s p e c t i v e l y. W o o l w o r t h s
(Walmer Park) sponsored herbs
and orchids as some prizes.

October saw the hall opened
once more for Gym, Pilates
and Line dancing. We were
able to listen to our talented
Gavin Jeffreys on the keyboard,
as well as enjoy the Forlees’
Chinese food (takeaways, this
time) and attend and spend our
money at a Christmas Morning
Market. Some residents were
thrilled to hear that the Goodfellas Bus was again available.

Marlene Bezuidenhout resumed
her Craft mornings, this time in
the afternoons, during which she
demonstrated how to create
Junk Journals. While these
might sound much like Scrap
books, they are beautiful. Artistic
and personal, they are completely made by the residents
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Unfortunately, there was no
chance of competing against
other villages in the annual Potjiekos this year. Instead, we
celebrated Heritage Day with
our first Braai since early
March. Members once again
attended Happy Hour and the
Joker Draw.

We are grateful to Marlene Bezuidenhout for her chatty newsletters and words of encouragement and to ECHO for keeping
us informed about all the
changes during lockdown.
DESIREE MARTIN
Laubscher Park East
and Walmer Service Centre

DOLLS SENT TO CROATIAN ORPHANS

CECILE en TOMMIE VERMEULEN het 30 poppies gebrei en gestop tydens die COVID-19
toesluit. Die poppies (onder) gaan vir kinders
wat trauma beleef na hul ouers in oorlog in
Kroasie dood is. Hulle het ook ŉ broodjie en
koffie aan die personeel wat die vullis verwyder.

BLANCHE and GERARD BROWN celebrated
their 60th wedding anniversary at Caritas.

The Fairhaven Coffee Shop team: GLENDA
TODKILL, ELSBE DE JAGER, PAULINE DE
VILLIERS, MARINTHA DU PREEZ and LINDA
ROBSON with COLLEEN HILMER in front.
Janet Gordon was absent.

Fairhaven Coffee Shop
WHAT a success the Fairhaven Coffee Shop has
become since it reopened with Linda Robson in
charge. Bakers from the village and other friends
supply the tasty home-baked cakes, tarts and savouries. A favourite is Linda’s toasted sandwiches.
Tea, coffee and cappuccinos can be ordered. A
group of ladies serve as waitresses. Residents
sometimes ask for a special birthday tea and visiting family or friends are treated to a beautifully set
table. New residents are introduced to the Coffee
Shop by receiving a voucher for their first visit. Our
Coffee Shop is the highlight of the week for many.
WAYNE BATTESON enjoyed making this jigsaw
puzzle at Caritas during the lockdown.

MARINTHA DU PREEZ, Fairhaven
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Spring Day celebrated at Walton Park
WALTON PARK residents wearing Spring bonnets celebrated Spring Day on September 1. The atmosphere was warm and happy and the tables for four were beautifully decorated. Robert van der
Linden, a church organist and retired orthopaedic surgeon, entertained us on the piano. His
mother, Mercia, lives at Walton Park and helped organise the function.
MARION MOORE

BUZZY WILSON, CHANTELLE VAN DER MERWE and VERONICA VAN TONDER at the Walton Park Spring Day celebration.
ALMA VERMAAK won the
prize for the bonnet that
looked most like Spring.

DAWN HOLDSWORTH, YVONNE MEYER and AILEEN
ROWLAND wearing their Spring bonnets.

MARITA DE KLERK, ALMA VERMAAK and MERCIA
VAN DER LINDEN also enjoyed the occasion.

MERCIA VAN DER LINDEN and her son,
ROBERT, who played the piano.

RINA ROETS won the prize
for the bonnet that best
represented the environment.

JUNE ALWRIGHT and CYNTHIA RUSSWURM
had a good time at the event.
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Ken and Maureen together for 60 years

KEN and MAUREEN JAMES on their wedding day and on their 60th wedding anniversary.
TO have been happily married
for 60 years is a wonderful
achievement and something
that Ken and Maureen James,
of Kruger Gardens, accomplished with ease. Since their
wedding in Livingstone in the
then Northern Rhodesia on 24
September 1960, they have
supported each other through
thick and thin – and there were
some very thin times indeed.
Ken is a real entrepreneur and
has turned his hand to many
things, including picture framing
and coffin making. He has
worked hard all his life and in

DAVID GEARD with one of the
street signs that have been
put up at Kruger Gardens.

Cutting their wedding cake.
1994 won the Small Business
Development Corporation Entrepreneur of the Year Award for
the Eastern Cape. Through all
this Maureen worked alongside

him, in Zambia, Zimbabwe and
then Port Elizabeth. Some people will remember Kenmore Industries. Ken and Maureen had
three children, two daughters,
now in America, but tragically
lost their son to cancer. They
wished their full family, including
their five grandchildren, could
have joined them on their special day, but lockdown restrictions prevented that. We congratulate them and wish them
many happy years together.
DI HAARHOFF
Kruger Gardens

COLLEEN SWART, WENDY BETHLEHEM and DAVID and
MARILYN LAND at the first monthly tea after lockdown.
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Assisted Living residents at Fairhaven
THE most senior Assisted Living residents at Fairhaven are very special to the village. When head
office staff moved into their new building, the old
offices at Fairhaven were made into eight Assisted
Living units in 2019.
MARY HUTTON
This very special lady was born and bred in Port
Elizabeth and celebrated her 100th birthday on December 3. Her mother taught her to sew and when
she was 12 years old she made her first dress!
While working she took extra sewing courses and
made her own outfits, wedding dresses for herself,
her daughter and also for her daughter-in-law. Mary
calls herself a home bird who loved cooking for her
family. Before moving to Assisted Living she spent
39 years at Walton Park. She enjoys the facilities at
Fairhaven and says the Thursday Coffee Shop is
the highlight of the week. Accompanied by her fellow Assisted Living resident, Barney Niemand, she
enjoys a cup of coffee and a piece of homemade
cake in the company of friends. What a pleasure it
is for us to see her entering the Coffee Shop
dressed in one of her smart homemade outfits.
Mary is a real lady!
BARNEY NIEMAND
Barney, who celebrated his 90th birthday in October, says: “I am a 1930 model born in Kimberley in
the midst of the Depression.” After matriculating he
did his articles and worked at an accounting firm
and later a flour mill until retiring in 1995. In 2016
he and his wife, Mercia, moved to Lapa Munnik,
where his wife passed away after being there for
two months. His son and daughter and their families emigrated to the United States, where his sonin-law is a pastor. Every Sunday afternoon he listens to their morning service, broadcast to him from
the US. Barney is a man of many talents. While still
working he took sewing lessons and learnt to make
his own patterns. He even made wedding dresses
for his daughter, daughter-in-law and private orders. He trained and directed the Church and Sunday School choirs and they mostly came in the top
three at the annual competitions. Barney was also
a keen gardener. This talented gentleman has a
wonderful sense of humour and always has time for
a chat, especially when he accompanies Mary to
our Coffee Shop.
DORIS PALMER
Doris moved to Fairhaven in 1998 and in 2018 became an Assisted Living resident. She turned 94 on
December 5. She enjoys walking around the village

The most senior Fairhaven Assisted Living residents: MARY HUTTON in one of her homemade
outfits, BARNEY NIEMAND, DORIS PALMER,
GERALD MOUSLEY and ROMA ARNOLD.
in good weather and can be seen strolling along
and chatting to fellow walkers. Knitting is her indoor
hobby. For many years she knitted jerseys for herself and other people if requested. These days she
uses donated wool to make special garments for
needy little ones. A busy lady!
GERALD MOUSLEY
Gerald recently moved into Assisted Living from
Walton Park. He turned 93 on September 14. He
enjoys preparing his own meals. When younger he
enjoyed golf, hockey, swimming and cricket. As an
only child he is happy to have a son and a daughter, four grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. He enjoys the friendly company and the
Thursday Coffee Shop is the highlight of the week
for him.
ROMA ARNOLD
Roma grew up in Fort Beaufort, the only daughter
among seven brothers. She turned 89 on October
5. She spent a happy childhood and with so many
brothers she was never short of boyfriends! At 21
she married and had three children – a boy and two
girls. Knitting is a favourite pastime, especially for
charity. St Mark’s Church supplies her with wool.
She enjoyed cooking for her family and some of her
favourites are braaivleis, lemon meringue and
baked puddings.
MARINTHA DU PREEZ, Fairhaven
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Joker Draw and fish and chips at WP
A FISH AND CHIPS supper was
held at Walton Park on October
11. After supper a raffle ticket
was drawn. This person could
then pick a playing card from
those displayed in a frame on
the wall. The cards are attached
with the backs showing. If the
owner of the lucky ticket
chooses a card which turns out
to be the Joker, they win R700.
If not, the money carries over to
the next month. With more tickets being sold, the prize will
rise. Buzzy Wilson qualified, but
was absent so someone else
chose a card. Unfortunately, it
was not the Joker!

ELEANOR JOHNSTON, DENISE ROBERTS, ULLA VAAJA and
GILLIAN AGAR at the Joker Draw and fish and chips evening.

MARION MOORE
Walton Park

DAWN HOLDSWORTH holding her attendance prize of
a tin of biscuits.

EDNA WELLS selling Christmas crackers, necklaces and bags
at the Walton Park flea market on Saturday, October 31. Residents generously contributed many items, including books,
clothes, jewellery, crockery, food and other second-hand items.

Memories of Second World War
EIGHTY-ONE years ago, on the morning of 3 September 1939, England declared war on Germany. It was the beginning of the Second
World War. I remember it well. We were living in England. On a
beautiful autumn Sunday morning my sister, Charlotte, dragged me
along to witness her receiving her Salvation Army bonnet. I was five
years old and really enjoyed the singing and the tambourines and
Charlotte going up on to the stage to get her bonnet. The Chapel was
a brown painted corrugated iron structure, generally known as the tin
Tabernacle. I was amazed and delighted at the crowds of people
who had come out to see my sister in her new hat. They were singing
and cheering and lots of the young men were jumping on to the
backs of lorries. Only years later did I really understand the significance of that fateful day. I didn’t know at the time that just across the
road from the Chapel was home to the Territorial Army and the men
in the lorries were going off to war! I thought they were clapping and
cheering for my sister in her new bonnet. Charlotte is now 93, living
in England and is still a devout Salvationist.
MARY BAINBRIDGE
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MARY BAINBRIDGE in her
Walton Park cottage.

Bottles of wine won at DP Joker Draw
Dunant Park had its first Joker Draw since lockdown on October 24. It was organised by Pat Ward
and Susan Ikking. Although there were only about 20 people it was a lot of fun. Jokes were told
and a few residents did a demo of our version of the Jerusalema dance. No one won the Joker!

LOUISE UNSWORTH with the
bottle of wine she won.

ESME WILLIAMS shows off the bottle of wine she won.
She is with MALCOLM REEKIE and MURIEL MUTTIT.

MALLIE BOYLE, DAWN HEYDENRICH and
SUSAN IKKING, who also won a bottle of wine.

KATHY SPURRIER, CONNIE BROADLEY
and PAT WARD at the Joker Draw.

Deric Spies relief supervisor at Dunant Park
DERIC AND MARGIE SPIES
(née Cullis) both grew up in Port
Elizabeth. At one stage their
parents were even back-to-back
neighbours. They married in
1969 and then went to live and
work in Oranjemund on the diamond mines. Later Deric moved
to the Cullinan Diamond Mine.
They always maintained a close
connection with their home town
of Port Elizabeth and at times
came back to live and work
here. Their final move back was
in 2011 when Deric retired at
Cullinan. They have three children, two boys and a girl, and
four grandchildren. Deric played
soccer when he was younger

MARGIE and DERIC SPIES
and he is a keen Liverpool supporter. In rugby he’s an avid
Blue Bulls fan. Margie has
worked in many fields such as
telesales and office administra26

tion. She’s a great cook and enjoys crafts and handwork. Deric
is now a relief supervisor at
Dunant Park. He enjoys the interaction with the residents and
soon realised that the supervisor must have an answer for
everything and must even know
the specials at the local fish and
chips shop! We are grateful for
the good work all our supervisors do. They need to be able to
say: “Patience! I’ve got lots of
it.” But not: “Patience! I’ve got
lots of it … I haven’t used any
yet.”
SIGRID HUMAN
Dunant Park

Kruger Gardens birders at Cape Recife

The Kruger Gardens Birding Club went on an
outing to Cape Recife on Friday, October 30. It
was a stunning morning, despite the wind. We
saw a whale, met Kingsley Holgate, the famous
South African explorer, humanitarian and author, saw lovely birds, smelt the bitou plants
and generally had fun. INGRID TARNOW
(above) washed seaweeds and sponges in a
rock pool to enhance their vivid colours.
DI HAARHOFF, Kruger Gardens

YVONNE MORGAN, 84, has
been checking the daily
newspapers dropped off at
the Fairhaven main gate for
the past seven years, no matter what the weather. Yvonne
rose at 5.30am to be at the
gate at 6am to check that the
papers were in order so she
could report any problems.
After taking her own paper,
she returned home to enjoy
her early morning cup of tea.
She has now decided to retire. We salute her for the
years of service to the newspaper readers of Fairhaven.

JEAN MOORE watching birds from a rock.

EPPITY VAN ZYL, EUNICE ENGLER, BRIAN KITSON and NAN
JOLLY at the sewerage ponds, which are always a good place to
see water birds. The group also saw gannets flying overhead.
Birding Club members appreciate the fact that the club leader
Brian Kitson is always generous in sharing his knowledge.
The ECHO Foundation board, management and the Hello-o-o
Echo editorial committee are not responsible for the views
expressed or the statements made in this publication.
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Big changes to ECHO garden service

ANNE THOMSON

Tribute paid to
Anne Thomson
“NO MORE!” Anne Thomson
said. “The sentences do not
want to flow! Somebody else
may now take over. I want to
relax!” So after eight years we
bid goodbye to the delightful
articles pouring from Anne’s
pen. Although we’ll try, nobody
will be able to fill her writing
shoes! For years she was the
Fairhaven correspondent sending news to the Hello Echo
magazine, compiling the interesting monthly Fairhaven newsletter, organising outings for
residents etc. Can we ever forget the highly entertaining skit
on Valentine’s Day, written and
produced by Anne, involving
Fairhaven residents and friends
from head office. Her swan
song was a beautifully written
farewell message to our retiring
superintendent, Trish Stoop.
Only Anne could have done justice to Trish’s time at Fairhaven.
Anne now intends to fill her
days visiting residents, chatting
to visitors, baking delicious
bread and cakes for the Coffee
Shop and being a friend to us
all. Thank you, Anne!
MARINTHA DU PREEZ
Fairhaven
Edited by Keith and Yvonne Dimbleby

COVID-19 necessitated some big changes to the way ECHO delivers its garden service. One of these was to set up ECHO’s
own lawn mowing service. Meet the faces behind the cutting
and edging. Some of them will be familiar because they were
gardeners in the villages before their rise to fame as “The Green
Team”. THEMBANI “WELCOME” MILIHO, supervisor SHAUN
CLARK-HALKET, XOLILE “GIDEON” MAGELE, SINETHEMBA
“MAXINE” KAMPENI, HLANGANISA “RASTA” GACULA,
SAKHILE “SAKKIE” NTSEPHO and ANDILE TAMBO.

NC residents battle the wind

LEN GEERE, GRAHAM SWART and ZETA COLLOCOTT
securing the gazebo for breakfast at Normandy Court to
stop the wind from lifting it off the ground. It was a lot of fun!
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