CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2018
On behalf of the Board, management
and staff, I take this opportunity to
wish all Residents and their families
and blessed Christmas and healthy new
-year. It has been our privilege to serve
you and I thank you for your support
and loyalty.
Kindest regards,
Ken Keen CEO – ECHO Foundation
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New CEO for the ECHO Foundation

DEAN GURNEY

DEAN GURNEY, 49, has been
appointed as the new CEO of
ECHO. Dean went through a
rigorous recruitment process
and should be well suited to the
role. He has the necessary experience and ability to implement the Board’s strategic vision
and manage the organisation.
Dean has a professional background in finance, accounting,
strategic planning and implementation, and extensive board

Fransie is staff member of year

Laubscher Park East supervisor FRANSIE FORD received the
ECHO staff member of the year award for 2019 from deputy
chairperson GRANT HOWARD. She was also staff member
of the month in April. See pages 14 and 15 for other awards.
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level management experience,
with a particular focus on implementing high growth strategies.
He has a BCom degree in Financial Accounting and Economics from UCT, graduating in
1993. Since then he has primarily developed his experience in
the construction industry, along
with 10 years of general business management and acquisitions in the UK. Dean also
brings a wealth of experience as
an innovative entrepreneur,
owning his own consulting, project management and procurement businesses in the construction industry. Dean was
born in Cape Town, grew up in
Knysna and matriculated at
Woodridge. He moved to PE
permanently in 2016 after commuting to Johannesburg for four
years. Dean and Lindsay have
two boys, Kedon and Caleb,
aged 17 and 13, both at Grey.
He enjoys activities involving
the bush and sea, is a Liverpool
supporter and likes a good book
and socialising over a braai.
Dean has an inclusive management style and is excited about
taking ECHO into the 2020s.
DAVID HONEYBALL
ECHO Board chairperson

Ken Keen praises ECHO Foundation
IN his farewell speech at the
staff awards ceremony in December, Ken Keen said he had
had a very rewarding and inspiring 14 years as CEO of the
ECHO Foundation, which he
described as “a great organisation”.
“I attended a farewell tea at
every village and at each one at
least 70% of the residents came
to say goodbye. At every village
I heard the same message:
* The ECHO Foundation is a
fantastic organisation.
* Their move to the ECHO
Foundation was the best decision that they had made.
* The ECHO Foundation treats
its residents with dignity and
respect.
* Whatever promises are made
are kept.
* Every decision taken has been
in the best interests of residents.
* The ECHO Foundation’s staff
are efficient.
* The ECHO Foundation’s staff
are kind and considerate.
* The ECHO Foundation is the
flagship of retirement facilities in
Port Elizabeth.
The list
phrases
honesty
dealing
ment.

goes on and on, with
such as integrity and
being foremost in their
with ECHO manage-

Why do we get such positive
comments from our residents?
Because of you: you are the
Foundation, you serve the residents, you serve the residents
where the rubber meets the
road, at the coalface so to
speak, and that’s where you
each make the difference to the
lives of our residents in whatever role you serve: from caring
to nursing, from village super-

Cole Porter’s music featured

COLIN LOFTIE-EATON, BABY DU PLESSIS and JANET and
RONNIE SIMON, of Dunant Park, attended Bob Eveleigh’s 30th
Showtime revue in The Little Theatre, featuring the music of
Cole Porter. Half of the first night proceeds went to ECHO.
vising, from social services to
maintenance.
I want to thank you all for your
caring and kind ways that shine
through when you go about your
daily work. You are all award
winners in my eyes. Thank you
for all the support you have
given me over the last 14 years
in making ECHO the great organisation that it is.
To my management team: a
very big thank you for putting up
with me for so long, thank you
for your support and I know that
you all will give the new CEO
your support and that you will
ensure that the ECHO Foundation continues to grow from
strength to strength.
My thoughts will be with you all
from a very cold England over
the next few months.
Goodbye, thank you and good
luck for 2020.”

The ECHO Foundation board, management and the Hello-o-o
Echo editorial committee are not responsible for the views
expressed or the statements made in this publication.
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MARIETJIE LOOCK

New staff nurse
I was born in Graaff-Reinet, but
grew up, went to school and
started my nursing career in
Uitenhage. I have three boys,
one grandson and two granddaughters. Working with the elderly has always been my passion. When a nursing post became available at ECHO in November, I applied and my dream
came true. It is so rewarding to
be able to serve the residents at
the villages and service centres.
Thanks to my ECHO family I
can truly say I go to work every
day with a song in my heart.

Villages say farewell to Ken Keen

This engraved pen and pencil set, turned by Dave Michie, was given to Ken Keen as a farewell gift
by the residents of Stanbury Park and Lapa Munnik Cottages. At the farewell tea with KEN KEEN
were LILLIAN SWANEPOEL and supervisor AMELIA PRETORIUS.

IAN MOORE, of Walton Park, made a speech
commending KEN KEEN for being a living
example of dignity and respect at all times.
A gift was presented to him by the residents.

Dunant Park supervisor ZELDA SPIES, KEN
KEEN and CONNIE BROADLEY at the farewell
tea for him. Residents said they were grateful
for his leadership and he would be missed.

AMANDA KENENE, GERT STANDER, ANSIE VAN ROOYEN,
ETHEL VAN STADEN and NOLA JAKAVULA at Ken Keen’s
farewell tea at Walton Park.
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AUDREY HONEYBALL saying
farewell to KEN KEEN at
Laubscher Park East.

New supervisor for Normandy Court

Normandy Court Residents’ Committee chairman GRAHAM SWART (left) introduced new supervisor DEBBIE CELLIERS at a well-attended
welcoming party. In the photo above Debbie is
with her mother, EILEEN DE KOCK, and ELEANOR HIBBERT, her friend from East London.
The tables were filled with delicious eats.

ETHEL GERMISHUYS and BEVERLEY
JACKSON were among those at the party.

New residents DOROTHY and BRIAN ROSS
at the welcoming party for Debbie Celliers.

KEITH and SHEILA WOOLARD, JULIE KAHN
and FRANKIE SIMPSON also enjoyed
themselves at the welcoming party.

And then the rain came! Residents took shelter,
but continued to party when the rain stopped.
At Normandy Court nothing stops a party!
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Kruger Gardens Christmas dinner

Kruger Gardens Entertainment Committee chairman
JOHN CROWE welcomed all
to the Christmas dinner.

DAVID and MARION GEARD and JOHN and KAY SWART in
festive mood at the Kruger Gardens Christmas dinner at
the Beach Hotel. David acted as master of ceremonies. The
photos were taken by Derek Cuenod of Highlights Photography.

INA VAN ECK, chief organiser of the successful
evening, and supervisor DENISE HURLEY.

JOHN and KATHY DAVIES wore these hats
for a special photograph taken at the dinner.

DECLAN and JACKIE BRENNAN, ESTELLE WOLFF, NOREEN
SLATER, LYN and LES TRUTER, IAN and GLENDA MUNRO
and TREVOR and EUNICE ENGLER at the dinner. The silverthemed décor, table settings and balloons were exquisite.
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ADAM BAGE said Grace and
asked residents to think of
those less fortunate than
themselves.

Dunant Park’s own master baker
DO you remember the rhyme “Pat-a-cake, pat-acake, baker’s man, bake me a cake as fast as you
can”? Well, in Dunant Park we have a master baker
… but she’s a lady. Kathy Spurrier has an impressive background in the baking trade. She lived in
the UK and as a young lady she attended the London Borough Polytechnic and qualified as a sugar
confectioner. After working in a London bakery for a
while she married and she and her husband moved
to Zambia, where she worked in a bakery again.
Later she and her family moved to Zimbabwe,
where she made a career change and started working in a bookshop. Later she settled in Port Elizabeth and worked for Fogarty’s Bookshop when it
was still in Main Street near the Market Square.
Then it was back to the tasty treats as she worked
for the Buttercup Bakery in Newton Park. Later
Kathy worked for Express Litho until she retired.
Her retirement is, however, a busy one. She has
headed our Entertainment Committee, she organised the Dunant Park Christmas Day lunch and she
regularly does catering. Baking and decorating
cakes are still a passion and Kathy supplies birthday and Christmas cakes to order. She does them
in different shapes and sizes and each is a work of
art. Kathy is a busy lady, but she still finds time to
walk her dog, Holly, play bridge and Canasta and
read. We are grateful for all she does in our village.

KATHY SPURRIER with a selection of her cakes

DULCIE DOUBELL and STIENIE WILLIAMS
enjoyed the fish and chip lunch at Barnacles.

SIGRID HUMAN, Dunant Park

Christmas lunch at Lodge

SALLY and KEN JACKSON and TESSA BOTHA
at the Christmas lunch at the Lodge.

KATHY SPURRIER bravely volunteered to do a
Christmas lunch for those of us who were “familyless” on that day. Connie Broadley assisted her.
We had 33 people and it was a wonderful occasion.
The tables were beautifully decorated, there was
music, everyone came looking good and feeling
good. The food was excellent as were the generous
desserts. Entertainment was thanks to Roald Dahl
and the humour was appreciated. We were also
shown the vodka and Red Bull way of making
Christmas cake and Ken Jackson provided a fine
Gaelic song as a finale!
SIGRID HUMAN

DOROTHY and BLACKIE BLACKLAWS also
enjoyed the Christmas lunch at the Lodge.

Year-end braai: ALWINA HEIDRICH, ZELDA and
MICHAEL SPIES and HANS HEIDRICH.
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Children bring mince pies and presents

Every year Clarendon Park Primary School children bring joy to
the frail care homes. They sing Christmas carols and bring
Christmas mince pies and presents. FLORENCE MOSS and
BONITA HUGHES were among the lucky recipients.

BERYL SEACH with one of
the children from Clarendon
Park Primary, who holds a
basket of mince pies.

FLO GLAGO gets a welcome hug from
one of the children.

AUDREY COOPER holds one of the mince pies
she received from the children.

JOHANNA VAN DER BERG and JEAN
KAPELUS enjoy the attention from the children.

KAREL MINNAAR and AUDREY DUNLOP also
enjoyed the children’s visit.
7

Mollie Hendry celebrates 100th birthday
MOLLIE HENDRY, a dearly
loved former resident of Laubscher Park West, turned 100 on
January 7. A party was held for
her in the hall on January 4, surrounded by most of her family
and many old friends. Lots of
her relatives travelled halfway
around the world to be with her
on this special occasion. Mollie
took it all in her stride, as usual,
and even waltzed up to the microphone to deliver her thankyou speech and to sing a little
song about turning 100. Her
three daughters and her grandsons read out tributes to her to
thank her for the special person
she has been in all their lives.
Mollie has always had a positive
approach to life, a naughty twinkle in her eye and an amazing
sense of humour. We had christened her “Naughty Mollie” in
the village, but we hear now that
she has a new name at Munro
Kirk where she now lives –
“Jolly Mollie”.
BERT VAN VLEDDER
Laubscher Park West
Her daughters added the following details of her life:
Mollie Sparrow was born on 7
January 1920 within the sound
of Bow Bells in London’s East
End. Her childhood was spent
climbing lampposts. She was
called up in World War 2 to the
Auxiliary Territorial Service, the
women’s branch of the British
Army, and she travelled to Belgium and Germany. She met
Norman Hendry in digs after the
end of the war. They were married on 10 December 1949. Gill
was born in Cape Town where
they were transferred. In 1954
they moved to Rhodesia, where
Heather and Anne were born.
They then moved to Port Elizabeth in 1982. Mollie has almost
travelled the world. 100 years
old on 7 January 2020 – incredible!

Mollie Hendry with her visiting family … Standing: HANK PIKE
and ANNE COWELL. Middle row: HEATHER CAMPBELL/PIKE,
MOLLIE, GAIL and BRIAN HENDRY, GILL COLLINS and Iain
Campbell’s girlfriend, ROSIE. In front: ANDREW and MEGAN
CAMPBELL with their son, HUTTON (Mollie’s only greatgrandchild) and IAIN CAMPBELL, Andrew’s brother.

The Rev Douglas Birtill turns 90
THE Rev Douglas Birtill turned
90 on December 6 and marked
the occasion at the birthday tea
celebrations in the Laubscher
Park West hall on Thursday,
December 12. He was born in
East London and was in business for 17 years after leaving
school. He received a call from
the Lord shortly after this and at
the age of 34 entered the Presbyterian Ministry. He served for
34 years at Maitland in Cape
Town, Ladysmith in KwaZuluNatal, the Bluff in Durban and
then spent the last 19 years of
his ministry at St George’s in
East London. He was very involved with the youth as a
young man. Doug and his wife,
Joan, have two sons and a
daughter. After retiring they
moved to Port Elizabeth to be
near their first grandchild, but
their family are now in Pretoria
and East London. Doug and
Joan moved to Laubscher Park
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The Rev DOUGLAS BIRTILL
West, where they have been
very happy residents for the
past 16 years. They have nine
gr andchildr en and step grandchildren.
BERT VAN VLEDDER
Laubscher Park West

Arts and crafts on show and couple wed

These three oil paintings by Barbara Woodhead
(below) were on show at the Stanbury Park Arts
and Crafts exhibition. Other items on exhibit
were foodstuffs, trifles, wood-turned items,
quilting, cards, portraits and etchings.

This charming photograph was taken at the
Little Eagles Christmas play. In front are MIKE
and MELISSA LINDRIDGE. Behind are JENN
LINDRIDGE CAMPBELL, ZAK LINDRIDGE,
GEOFF LINDRIDGE and JENNIFER WINSTEAD.

BARBARA WOODHEAD exhibited three oil paintings. DAVID
MICHIE holds his wood-turned creation, Tree of Life, which
was also exhibited at the Wood Turners’ Exhibition. The base
is made of imbuia and the branches of Brazilian pepper.

KEVIN JACKSON played his
guitar and sang at the New
Year’s Eve bring and braai,
at which people danced.

ANS DE JONG and GEORGES DESTERBECQ
were married on Valentine’s Day in St Bernadette’s Catholic Church in 8th Avenue, Walmer.
They spent their honeymoon in Morgan Bay.

JIM GREEN with wood-turned items on show at
the Arts and Crafts Exhibition at Stanbury Park.
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Musical entertainment at Walton Park
TWO talented young ladies entertained Walton Park residents
at the Friday morning tea on
January 31. Janelle Moore,
granddaughter of Ian and
Marion Moore, of Walton Park,
and Michaela Rabe sang some
old songs and some modern
ones, with Janelle on the piano
and Michaela playing the guitar.
They harmonise beautifully together. Janelle also gave us an
unusual rendition on her guitar,
using only three strings and
treating the guitar a bit like a
percussion instrument. Michaela
accompanied this in song to
end their performance. Both
girls have degrees and are planning to further their tertiary education this year and next
year. Janelle already has a BSc
degree in human physiology
and psychology from UCT. This
year she will be ministering at
Liv Village, a haven for widows
and orphans near Durban,
where she will teach music,
while studying by correspondence for an honours degree in
psychology. Next year she will
go to Unisa to do her master’s
degree in music therapy. Micaela will finish her degree in
marketing
at
NMU
this
year. She studied film and media in the USA last year and
plans to do a post-graduate degree in the USA next year. The
two of them have been friends
since 2014 when they were at
Pearson High School together.

MICHAELA RABE and JANELLE MOORE provided musical entertainment for Walton Park residents at the Friday morning tea.

MICHAELA RABE and JANELLE MOORE with Janelle’s grandparents, MARION and IAN MOORE, after the performance.

MARION MOORE
Walton Park

Impressed by
Wind Band
WALTON PARK residents were
entertained by the very accomplished Summerwood School
Wind Band on November
8. The concert, which was enjoyed by everyone, was conducted by Tiaan Uys and the
accompanist was Hanlie Young.

JEAN HUTTON, NOLA FRASER, ALAN CAMPBELL and JULIE
YATES enjoying refreshments after the musical entertainment.
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Ian von Memerty puts on special show
2019 ended with a bang at
Laubscher Park East! Ron
Bell's Music Quiz again had us
racking our brains and memories as we tried to put names to
tunes which were popular in
our youth. Again the winners
were The Peanut Butter Conspiracy, consisting of Trevor
Moolman, Mel and Julia Yates
and Mary Scarr.
Another lively evening was the
Ian von Memerty Show, which
celebrated his mother’s 10th
year as a resident at LP East.
Ian spends much time performing in various cities and venues
and the hall was packed when
he finally had time to put on a
show here.
Our Jackpot was finally won by
Wendy Wyatt. A warm evening
saw residents enjoying a delicious spread in the hall when a
Summer Sharing Table was
arranged for them. We were entertained with Andre Rieu’s
DVD, “Home for Christmas”,
and the Methodist Church’s
Christmas Carols evening in
December. Our annual Christmas Lunch was held at Thatchwoods and an enjoyable time
was had by all. A new Christmas activity was held on Christmas Eve, organised by Ian
Clark. Residents walked around
singing carols to those who
were in their flats or cottages.

MEL and MILLY GUSH share a moment with IAN VON MEMERTY
after his show at the Walmer Service Centre .

JUDY RAE, MARLENE BEZUIDENHOUT, BELLA CARSTENS
and ANN GARAI enjoyed themselves at the Summer
Sharing Table at the Walmer Service Centre.

Birthday Teas, a Farewell Tea
for Ken Keen and an Anniversary Tea to celebrate Gavin
and Geraldine Jeffreys’ 60th
wedding anniversary were held.
Monthly activities such as
Braais, Bingo and Market
Days remained popular. A new
activity is Canasta, which is
held weekly with more and more
people taking part.
DESIREE MARTIN
Laubscher Park East
and Walmer Service Centre

HENDRIK KOTZE, IAN CLARK, HENDRICK and CYNTHIA
POTGIETER, supervisor FRANSIE FORD, DI HUGHES,
MAUREEN LOMBARD and JEAN McDOUGALL went around
Laubscher Park East singing carols on Christmas Eve.
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Farewell to 2019, welcome to 2020!
ABOUT 30 Fairhaven residents
and a few visiting family members said goodbye to 2019 during a convivial New Year’s Eve
Bring and Braai. Towards midnight a group of diehards departed to our Lookout Point from
where the fireworks at the
beachfront could be seen. What
a happy way to say goodbye to
2019 and hello to 2020! May
2020 be a special year for all of
us.
It was not “Carols by Candlelight”, but carols with more up
to date lighting! On the evening of December 23 a group
of 20 singers braved the dark
and the icy cold wind and travelled around the village. Adele
Dodds accompanied the
“Village Choir”(remember
“ Under t he Gr eenwood
Tree”?) on her melodica and
her husband, Malcolm, supplied songbooks to the happy
band. We stopped 15 times for
residents to enjoy the carols.
Many doors opened as villagers came to listen and join in
the singing. A certain lady (no
name!) even called friends to
listen to the Salvation Army
Choir!
MARINTHA DU PREEZ
Fairhaven

Relaxing in the shade of this special tree at Fairhaven’s popular
Lookout Point are ANDRE DE VILLIERS, JUNE PERRYER and
THINUS DU PREEZ. The area is a favourite meeting place.

JUNE PERRYER and ANDRE DE VILLIERS admire the view from
the Lookout Point. This open area gives a beautiful view of
Algoa Bay, the valley below, the harbour and the beachfront.

The carol singers at Fairhaven: Back: HELEN VOS, PAT and
CHRIS RHODES, MARINTHA DU PREEZ, MALCOLM DODDS,
CEDRIC KNOTTENBELT, PAULINE DE VILLIERS, THINUS DU
PREEZ and BRIAN BRUNETTE. Front: ADELE DODDS, GLENDA
TODKILL, WILMA KNOTTENBELT, JANET GORDON, DAWN DE
WITT, ALLAN BARNARDO and VIVIAN VAN DER WATT.
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EVE JENSEN (centre), a senior resident, thanks carollers
MARINTHA DU PREEZ and
PAULINE DE VILLIERS.

Seasonal activities at Caritas Centre

WAYNE BATTESON cutting a watermelon
for the Caritas Vrugtefees.

KAREN SMITH was one of
the many Caritas members
who enjoyed the annual
Christmas lunch.

GENEVA BODILL, JOEY DE JAGER and JACKIE
MELVILLE enjoyed the Caritas carol service.

The Caritas Vrugtefees has been traditionally celebrated every
January for the past 20 years. In years gone by members used
to have a watermelon pip-spitting contest! With their plates of
seasonal fruit are: Back: ELSABE BUCHNER, MARTIE BESTER,
ALEX DE LANGE and MAUREEN BELDON. Front: JOEY DE
JAGER, JOANNE SCHROEDER and BARBARA ESSER.

BARBARA MINNIE and MARIE and BRIAN VAN
ANTWERP at the Caritas Christmas lunch.

DOROTHY KOHL, ADIELA KAMISH and UNA
and ANTHONY EDWARDS at the lunch.
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Retirement gifts for Ken and Victoria

HEATHER RAUCH hands KEN KEEN his retirement gift after 14
years of service as ECHO CEO. In front are Board chairperson
DAVID HONEYBALL and his deputy, GRANT HOWARD.

Health care worker VICTORIA
KOZA receives her retirement
gift after 31 years of service.

Excellence awards for 16
frail care staff members
Sister RUTH EVANS (right) receives the excellence awards on behalf of 16 Munro Kirk and
Lapa Munnik staff members who were on duty
the night when a fire broke out at Lapa Munnik.
The fire was spotted by Sister Evans and enrolled nurse Rene Williams. The staff managed
to evacuate Lapa Munnik within seven minutes.
Before the fire brigade could arrive the fire was
put out by journeyman Petrus Muller. The Fire
Department wrote a letter to ECHO to commend
the staff on the quick and efficient way in which
they handled the fire. It was mentioned in the
letter that the ECHO Foundation is an example
to other organisations.

GRANT HOWARD hands healthcare worker BEAUTY DZENA her certificate for 35
years of unbroken service. General cleaner IRENE TSILI and maintenance assistant
LEONARD NSINDISI are congratulated for completing 30 years of unbroken service.
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Chairman’s and monthly staff awards

Kruger Gardens supervisor DENISE HURLEY
won a chairman’s award from DAVID HONEYBALL for achieving a 100% satisfaction level
and a 99% return on satisfaction questionnaires

Walton Park supervisor AMANDA FOURIE
also won a chairman’s award for achieving
a 99% satisfaction level and a 100% return
on satisfaction questionnaires.

GRANT HOWARD hands maintenance assistant
CHARL FRANS his award for being voted staff
member of the month in February.

Journeyman PETRUS MULLER received
certificates for winning the staff member
of the month awards in May and June.

Healthcare worker TRACY ADAMS was the
staff member of the month in September.

Enrolled nurse MARIETJIE LOOCK won the
staff member of the month award in December.
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John White has had adventurous life
J0HN WHITE firmly believes
that his GPS has guided him
and his wife of 50 years safely
to their retirement home here
with us in Duncan Ferguson.
His GPS, however, is God’s
Grace, Providence and Sovereignty. He has certainly needed
his GPS because he has had a
most rich, varied and adventurous life. He was born in Southampton, England, just before
World War 2 in a home near the
Supermarine Aircraft Works.
This was obviously a target for
the Luftwaffe so it was just as
well that his family had moved
to the other side of the town before that area was bombed to
ruins. As a schoolboy he joined
the Boys’ Brigade and both the
square-bashing and the Morse
Code skills he learned there
served him in good stead later.
After school John joined the Admiralty and was sent to work in
Bath. Later he was called up in
the last National Service intake
and became a specialist Electronic Warfare Wireless Operator for the RAF. As John says,
he was a “spy”. This stint of duty
took him to Hong Kong. Then it
was back to the Admiralty in
Scotland sorting wages. This
was “boring” so, once again, an

JOHN and GWEN WHITE
advert came to the rescue. The
RAF was recruiting for Permanent Force staff. John joined up
and was involved in tracking
Russian planes during the Cold
War. Later he served in Libya
where he was in charge of a 12man watch. He wanted to join
the flying crew and passed all
the stringent tests, but then he
was disqualified because he
was slightly colour blind. John
was already a Christian and his
sense of commitment grew so
much that he decided he wanted
to be a preacher. He had to apply and received an honourable
discharge from the RAF. He enrolled for a four-year Bachelor’s
Degree in Theology at the Ambassador College. While there,
he and an American fellow stu-

At the Dunant Park Golden Surfers Computer Club year-end tea
were: Back: ELAINE TODD, DENIZE STRYDOM, LYN MERRITT,
volunteer mentor ANNELI MILNE, MARGIE HOLDSTOCK,
MAGRIET BEKKER and RON PURCHASE. Front: LOUISE
UNSWORTH, BARBIE FOWLER and LESLEY FOSTER.
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dent went on a tour of Europe
with John sole driver of a motorcycle and his friend ensconced
in the sidecar. They had a wonderful time until the motorcycle
said “enough is enough” and it
had to be abandoned. The two
young men made it back to the
UK with half-a-crown to spare!
While at College John met
Gwen, who had come all the
way from Brisbane, Australia, to
do the same course. They married soon after graduation and a
few years later their first daughter, Lynda, was born. She was
in such a hurry to arrive that
John had to deliver the baby as
the midwife had been so sure a
f ir st bab y wou ld com e
s..l..o..w..l..y. With a new baby
in tow they were soon sent by
the Church of God to Salisbury.
This was the start of an African
saga of note. John was involved
in planting churches and ministering to converts all over the
then Rhodesia. On one occasion a river baptism was finished abruptly as a hippo decided to join in. John also travelled in Botswana, Mozambique
and Mauritius. Later they were
sent to South Africa, where they
ministered in East London, Pretoria, Durban, Cape Town and
Port Elizabeth. With all the travelling he did it is as well that he
had the best GPS to guide him.
Later a second daughter, Sandra, was born. Both daughters
finally married South Africans,
but the families are now in Australia and Cape Town. We are
blessed to have John and Gwen
in our village. They help with our
Friday fellowship – Gwen plays
the piano and John runs a Bible
Study group. John has been a
prominent member of the Happy
Echoes choir for the past 16
years. We wish them both the
best of health and happiness in
their active retirement years.
SIGRID HUMAN
Dunant Park

LPE special birthdays and Christmas

JOY SALOMAN celebrated
her 93rd birthday in November. She was one of three
Laubscher Park East residents who had special birthdays in the past few months.

ESTELLE BOTHA turned 91 in December. She is flanked by
BRIDGET VAN SOELEN and NAOMI FABBRI. Behind them
are HENDRIK and CYNTHIA POTGIETER.

EDITH PARKER celebrated her 93rd birthday
with her daughter, SUE, at the Walmer
Service Centre in January.

LETTIE BEZUIDENHOUT, PAT BOTHA and IRIS
LOUWRENS at the Laubscher Park East
Christmas lunch at Thatchwoods.

ENID ZEELIE, MARIAM DEVENISH, SHARON and TREVOR
MOOLMAN, ANNE COXHILL, LETTIE BEZUIDENHOUT, IRIS
LOUWRENS and CAROLE BUNCE at the Christmas lunch.
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PAULINE and PETER HALL
were one of the couples who
enjoyed the Christmas lunch.

Festive Dunant Park Christmas dinner

A happy group from Dunant Park, Duncan Ferguson and The
Lodge gathered at the Beach Hotel for a magnificent Christmas
dinner. Standing from the left are HERMIONE NELL, BETTY
KNOETSEC, DEREK JACOBS, SUZIE BRUWER and PATRICIA
SPAMER. In front are CHRIS PIENAAR and MERLE LE ROUX.

Brothers JOHAN and HENRY
POTGIETER, who live in
different cottages at Dunant
Park, were among those who
enjoyed the Christmas dinner.

JOY WICKS, KATHY SPURRIER and MARIE
GLYNN at the dinner, which was a festive occasion organised by the Entertainment Committee

JEAN REABOW, KOOS GELDENHUYS,
RENETTE HIBBERS, ANETTE VAN VUUREN,
LOUISA OOSTHUIZEN and GENE VISAGIE.

CONNIE and GARNET WEBBER with
SARIE and TONNY VISSER.

MALCOLM REEKIE, ESME WILLIAMS
and LYN HOLLINS.
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Creating cards, flowers and cupcakes

BETTIE COETZEE, CYNTHIA BOARDMAN, organiser ALETHEA BOTHA, COLETTE BOSMAN
and DORRINE ORTON enjoyed making Christmas cards at Munro Kirk.

DOROTHY HOFFELDT, STELLA OAKES and FLORENCE MOSS all arranged flowers with Rodney.
The two ladies on the right made flower arrangements with a Christmas theme.

LISKA OELOFSE, WILLIAM MELVILLE and PHYLLIS ELMS made cupcakes with Marietjie.
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Diamond wedding anniversary at LPE
GAVIN JEFFREY and Geraldine Ashman were born and
grew up on the Witwatersrand,
Gavin in Modderfontein and
Geraldine in Florida. They met
at Monis Wineries, a company
in Johannesburg, where Gavin
was an auditor and Geraldine a
newly qualified comptometer
operator. Gavin says it was love
at first sight! After being formally
introduced to her (a requirement
by strict mothers in those days),
the romance took off. This was
no small feat as Gavin lived on
the East Rand and Geraldine
50km away on the West Rand
and two years later on 9 January 1960 they were married in
Florida. They settled in Johannesburg, where they lived for
much of their married lives until
Gavin was transferred to Durban. The 10 years they spent in
Durban was a wonderful, productive time in their lives. While
they were in Durban Gavin took
early retirement and opened a
Bed and Breakfast establishment in Fish Hoek. During that
time a fire raged along the
mountain surrounding their
B&B.
They have three children and
seven grandchildren, a son in
Johannesburg, a daughter in
Port Elizabeth and another son
in the United Kingdom. As far as
interests are concerned, Gavin
(who owned a baby grand)
plays on the piano here in our
hall and on his Roland keyboard, while Geraldine is part
of a group of Knit and Natter
ladies in the hall. While spending one Christmas with their
daughter in Port Elizabeth they
became aware of the ECHO
Foundation and in August 2017
they moved into Laubscher Park
East. With the exception of a
grandson in the United Kingdom
(who was unable to attend the
celebrations because of his
studies), the whole family gathered in Port Elizabeth to cele-

GERALDINE and GAVIN JEFFREY, with members of their
family at their 60th wedding anniversary celebrations.

A radiant GERALDINE and GAVIN on their wedding day.
brate the diamond anniversary
of this loving couple. A special
and enjoyable morning tea was
later held for all at the Walmer
Service Centre, at which slides
were shown and they showed
that they could still dance the
First Waltz. The Jeffreys said:
“We are really proud to have
completed 60 years of married
life. All those who have been
married for this length of time
will tell you that long marriages
don’t just happen. There are lots
20

of ups and downs along the way
and we just praise the Lord for
keeping His hand on us during
the rough patches.”
According to Google, “diamond”
originates from the Greek word,
adamus, meaning unconquerable, which is the perfect way to
describe their marriage.
DESIREE MARTIN
Laubscher Park East
and Walmer Service Centre

CHRISTMAS FUN AT STANBURY PARK

RICHARD CRUSE, JANET BROWN and CAROL
LAWRIE at the Stanbury Park and Lapa Munnik
Cottages Christmas dinner.

CAROLE GREEN made the
skirt for the beautiful
Christmas tree.

PAT NEILL and ROY and VENECIA STEINIGER
also enjoyed themselves at the Christmas
dinner held at Stanbury Park.

COLIN HILDER, DI HOBSON, LAWRENCE and BARBARA
WOODHEAD, MELLIS MOORCROFT and JUDY MERKEL
were among the others who joined in the Christmas fun.

IAN and UNA MITCHELL, JOHN and MARGARET WALKER, MIN
WARD and PHOEBE and DON LIGHTFOOT, of Lapa Cottages.
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JUDY MERKEL having fun
with the tinsel.

Christmas festivities at Walton Park
MANY residents and some
guests gathered in the Walton
Park hall to enjoy a delicious
three-course meal prepared and
served by Bojangles on Saturday, December 7. The tables
were beautifully decorated by
Esly Strydom, Yvonne Meyer
and Aileen Roland. Erle Felkers,
a music teacher at Clarendon
Park Primary School, entertained everyone with appropriate tunes on his saxophone.
Unfortunately, load shedding
was scheduled before the evening was over so some things
had to be packed up early. This
put a bit of a damper on the
evening, but in the end load
shedding did not happen and
the excellent music continued.

TREVOR KUKARD, ETHEL VAN STADEN, ELAINE LE ROUX
and CATHY MEISTRE enjoyed the Christmas decorations
put up by some of the residents at Ockie Oosthuizen flats.

DORA SMITH, MARLENE WILSON and BUZZY
WILSON were among those who enjoyed the
Walton Park Christmas dinner.

JUNE ALLRIGHT, ROSE PRICE, ELSABE
GOUWS, MARTIE STEENKAMP, JEAN
KLEINHANS and MARLENE WILSON with gifts.

At the lunch given to honour
the staff of Walton Park were
YVONNE MEYER, ZAMA
ADONISI, SYLVIA SKOSANA,
IRENE TSILI, SINDILE NOTSHULUWANA, supervisor
AMANDA FOURIE, ELSABE
GOUWS, visitor MAUREEN
NASH-BENNET, HARRY WATSON, AILEEN ROWLAND,
ECHO social worker XANDRE
VAN DER BERG, ESLY STRYDOM and Rescom chairman
BUZZY WILSON. Each staff
member received a gift from
money donated by residents.
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Christmas lunches at Kruger Gardens

MAUVEEN and JOHN CAMBRIDGE joined about
30 happy Kruger Gardens residents in the hall
for Christmas lunch. Residents brought their
own meal and some provided tasty desserts.

Christmas Day is NOELLEEN
MUGGERDIGE’s birthday –
hence her name! She was
joined by her dear friend,
DOREEN PORTER (left).

JENNY CURRIN checked that the champagne
and orange juice which had been placed in the
swimming pool, were at the correct temperature
to be enjoyed with the meal.

Welcoming new residents is always a joy. MEL GAULT and
SHEILA SAUNDERS were delighted to meet up with the first
residents of the Kruger Gardens new development, IAN and
LOUISE MACNEE, at the lunch.
Kruger Gardens supervisor
DENISE HURLEY with her
staff at the Christmas lunch
that she cooked specially for
them. They are MARILYN
BERENG, CHRISTOPHER
DYEKU, SAKHELE MABUTA,
FRANKLIN
MOLLAT,
GACULA HLANGANISA and
THEODORA NUMBA. They
were also pleased to receive
their Christmas bonuses from
Geoff Jones, the Residents’
Committee chairman, from
donations by residents.
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FIRST BRAAI OF 2020 AT FAIRHAVEN

BOB STANBOROUGH, PAT DEMPSEY and PAT
LONGWORTH were among the residents who
attended Fairhaven’s first braai of 2020.

Enjoying each other’s company at the braai
were WENDY PETERSEN, AUDREY SCHIMPER,
COLLEEN HILLMER and WENDY DAINES.

PIERRE VAN VUUREN, JEANNE TAYLOR
and MAUREEN SELLER at the braai in the
shade under the trees.

DELICIA VOS, ESBE DE JAGER, JEAN BAMFORD and BRIAN BRUNETTE making use of
the newly completed braai facility at Fairhaven.

Special Christmas Day lunch at Fairhaven
A number of Fairhaven residents did not have the
opportunity to visit their families on Christmas Day
and could have been very lonely. The Entertainment Committee decided to repeat the special 2018
Christmas Day lunch for those who remained in the
village. A small amount was charged to buy meat
and prepare salads and desserts. The Christmas
spirit filled many hearts and donations poured in!
Diners could fill their plates and have second helpings. Lunch was delivered to those who were not
able to leave their flats. Decorating the hall, preparing the many dishes and clearing up afterwards
were all done with the help of our band of willing
villagers. Diners brought their own crockery and
cutlery and table decorations so clearing up afterwards was not such a major task. What a wonderfully blessed day!
MARINTHA DU PREEZ
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ANDRE and BEV FOUCHE at the Christmas Day
lunch in the Fairhaven hall.

A day at the races and Burns Night

CHARMAINE DE FREITAS, EBEN LANDMAN, ANNE DUTTON,
JUDY MERKEL and MELLIS MOORCROFT were among the Stanbury Park residents who enjoyed a day at the races. Everyone
had a little flutter and some were even lucky enough to win!

ALASTAIR MACKAY as usual
was dressed in traditional
style for Burns Night.

FELICITY NEWTON and PAT
NEILL enjoying a joke at the
races, where a great time
was had by all.

MELLIS MOORCROFT, PETER and GAIL KINGSTON
and LOUISE JACKSON enjoyed themselves at the
Burns Night supper at Stanbury Park.

JANE and JOHN SLIM were among the
happy couples at Burns Night.

JIM GREEN and piper JOHN RODGERS
present the haggis at Burns Night.
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Normandy Court Christmas celebrations

NEELS VAN ROOYEN choosing a wrapped gift with convenor
FAITH GEERE keeping an eye on things at the Normandy Court
Christmas gift and braai party. Watching them are STUART
GREY, a visitor, ZETA COLLOCOTT and GRAHAM SWART.

DORA SCHUTTE and choirmistress ERNA PRINSLOO.

Walton Park
Christmas
Service
A CHRISTMAS SERVICE was
held at Walton Park on 5 November. It was led by Dr Kobus
Prinsloo, who is a qualified clinical psychologist. He has a fulltime ministry to people in retirement complexes and in hospitals. He is supported by the Drift
Sands Trust and is available to
visit anyone at any time. The
service, which was organised by
a small committee led by Chris
Schutte, was interspersed with
teaching by Dr Prinsloo and
items in song by the Grey Junior
School senior choir. Erna Prinsloo is the choir mistress at the
school and must be commended for the excellent performance by the boys. The
theme of the message was that
Jesus came at just the right time
politically, geographically and
spiritually. The hall was packed
and the service was an inspiration to all who attended.
MARION MOORE
Walton Park

PETER VAN BLERK trying to decide which gift to take while
NEELS VAN ROOYEN, JOHAN NIEMAND, MIKE RANDS,
MARY DWYER and SHIRLEY RANDS look on.

Among the residents who attended a Christmas tea at Normandy Court were JOHAN NIEMAND, CHRIS VAN HEERDEN, LOIS
and ROY GLYNN, PETER NOLTE, TREVOR VAN ROOYEN,
CARMEN RAUBENHEIMER, NEELS and ARLENE VAN ROOYEN.
Backs to the camera: GILL GARCIA and MIRIAM STIEMENS.
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LP WEST CELEBRATES CHRISTMAS
CHRISTMAS DINNER in the
Laubscher Park West hall was
attended by just over 100 residents. Bojangles did the catering and the hall was decorated
by Daleen Kruger, Francis and
Cedric Bendemann and friends.
The table décor was by Brenda
Emery and her team. As dinner
started we had load shedding,
but our fairy lights on the
wooden trees in the windows
and lamps provided by villagers
created a warm and friendly ambience and a merry mood. Sixteen hamper prizes were distributed to lucky winners and a
great time was had by all.
BERT VAN VLEDDER
Laubscher Park West

Thanks Ethely!

ETHELY HERSELMAN was
warmly welcomed when she
came to live at LP West. Being competent in accountancy and computers she was
soon appointed treasurer of
the Entertainment Committee.
Then she took on the administration of DSTV programmes
for residents. She also helped
many residents with their income tax problems. After a
long illness Ethely moved to
Munro Kirk. We thank her and
wish her well for the future.
PAT TITTERINGTON, LP West

The Laubscher Park West Entertainment Committee (The Dream
Team) celebrated the end of the year by organising a luncheon
at the Old Austria restaurant. Clockwise from the left are BERT
VAN VLEDDER, ZILLA BROWN, DELINE EDWARDS, FREDA
VAN DER MERWE, DEREK JARMAN, DALEEN KRUGER, VAL
HEMPSON and MAUREEN VAN VLEDDER.

Laubscher Park West Entertainment Committee chairman
BERT VAN VLEDDER greets guests ALAN SMITH, IVAN
BUSSE and DOREEN MURPHY at the Christmas dinner.
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Proud Stanbury Park
gardener JANET BROWN
with the beautiful hibiscus
which she nurtured.

Celebrating with a watermelon feast at Laubscher Park East
after South Africa won the Rugby World Cup are JANE
OELOFSE, MARIE LAST, JEAN ARTICO, NAOMI FABBRI,
ELAINE WATSON, HESTER DE VRIES and LUCINDA MEINTJIES.

The Kruger Gardens Birding Group, led by Brian and Gudi
Kitson, had another wonderful outing in November, this one
to the Sunday’s River mouth. BRYAN DICKSON and JOHN
FINNEMORE are looking for waders in this spectacular setting.

ANTHONY EDWARDS takes
a rest after his walk.
Edited by Keith and Yvonne Dimbleby

MAUREEN BELDON, of
Caritas, poses on a quad
bike on Retha’s Trail at
Schoemakerskop.

Caritas members took a walk along the beautiful Retha’s Trail at
Schoenmakerskop. Much love has been put into the planting
and placing of objects found on the beach and surrounding areas. Relaxing on a bench are UNA EDWARDS, DOROTHY KOHL,
DELINE FOURIE, AMANDA HARDING and MAUREEN BELDON.
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