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EDITH IVERSEN was delighted to receive a visit from 
Mayor ATHOLL TROLLIP when she celebrated her 

 100th birthday at Kruger Gardens. See Page 4. 

Special visitor on 100th birthday 

SASSA has been in the news 
a lot lately. There have been 
many disturbing stories about 
pensioners who had to queue 
for days on end in bitterly 
cold weather waiting to draw 
their monthly pensions. The 
Social Services Department 
at the ECHO Foundation has 
investigated the matter to en-

sure that our residents and 
service centre members re-
ceive the best possible ad-
vice from us. After weighing 
up the different options on 
how pensioners can access 
their pensions, our recom-
mendation is that the pension 
should be paid into the pen-
sioner’s bank account, which  

we believe is the safest way. 
It saves you from waiting in a 
queue, which can be onerous 
and stressful. It also ensures 
that your money is safe in 
your bank account in case 
you have to spend time in 
hospital or are going through 
a period of ill health. The 
documents which you require 
to have your pension paid 
into your own bank account 
are the following: 
*  A copy of your ID. 
* Bank form to confirm your 
banking details. 
* Three months’ bank state-
ments. 
The bank forms are available 
from the Social Services De-
partment at head office, the 
village supervisors’ offices or 
from the SASSA office in 
Community Road, Walmer. 
These documents have to be 
submitted to the SASSA of-
fice or can be sent to your 
village social worker at head 
office who will submit them to 
the SASSA office for you. If 
you are a first-time applicant 
 
Turn to Page 2 
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Caterers’ production kitchen upgraded 

   

The production kitchen next to the Munro 
Kirk home has been upgraded at a cost of 

R1 450 000. The upgrade was funded by the 
ECHO Foundation and EP Caterers. ECHO 
CEO KEN KEEN cut the ribbon to open the 

kitchen officially on July 4 with KEVIN 
DOUGLAS, MD of EP Caterers.  

From Page 1 
 
for a social grant this is the information for the 
2018-19 financial year: 
  
WHAT IS A SOCIAL GRANT 
* Grant paid by SASSA, which is contracted by the 
Department of Social Development. 
* Paid to South African citizens aged 60 years and 
older who qualify. 
* R1 690 a month from 1 April 2018 for people be-
tween 60 and 74 years, R1 710 a month for people 
75 years and older. 
  
WHO QUALIFIES 
* Single person: if your net income is R6 510 or 
less a month (after medical aid has been de-
ducted). 
* Couple: if your combined net income is  
R13 020 or less a month. 
* You are allowed to have property with a value of 
R1 115 000 (single person), R2 230 800 (couple). 
  
HOW 
* Means test, paid according to a sliding scale. 
* Paid into your bank account. 
* SASSA card at pay points (not recommended). 
  
WHAT DOCUMENTS TO SUBMIT 
* Copy of bar-coded Identity Document. 
* Copy of marriage certificate, death certificate or 
divorce order. 
* Proof of income of both spouses. 
* Bank statements for the last three months. 
* Proof of investments that pay interest. 
* Proof of all credits on bank statements. 
* Proof of medical aid contribution. 
* Proof of physical address. 
* Bank form from SASSA to be completed. 
* If children contribute, you must have an affidavit. 
All documents to be certified by a Commissioner of 
Oaths. 

WHERE DO I GO 
* SASSA office in Community Road, Walmer. The 
office is open on Mondays to Thursdays from 8h00 
until 16h30 and on Fridays from 8h00 until 16h00.   
 
Contact social workers Charleen Fridey  and Xandre 
van der Berg at head office on 041-5860156 or 
Charleen on 0822932923 or Xandre on 
0825229072 or me on 041-5860156 or 0834595727 
if you need information or assistance. 
   
JOEY LOHUIS, Manager:  Social Services 

New residents who attended the Dunant Park 100 Club included BENNY and ELEANOR 
KRUGER, ANNETJIE STADLER and JOE and ANNEMI KOVACHI. 

New residents attend the Dunant Park 100 Club 
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 Royal wedding toasted at Stanbury Park 

   

A group of Stanbury Park ladies celebrated Meghan Markle 
and Prince Harry’s wedding with a glass of champagne. 

They included ERIKA JANSE VAN RENSBURG, ANN 
DURANT, DENISE GASS and LYNETTE FERGUSON. 

MARGARET MENDES and 
BARBARA COLEMAN also 

joined in the wedding  
celebration. 

JULIE YATES, LYNETTE FERGUSON and 
PATSY MACKAY looked regal with their 

crowns at the wedding celebration. 

Christmas in July celebrated at Laubscher Park East 

Smiling faces at the LP East Christmas in July dinner: BETTS WARD ABLE and JEAN 
 McDOUGALL, MARIAM DEVENISH and BELLITA CANZIAN and MARIE and MIKE KING.  

MAUREEN FOX, ANN DUTTON and 
MARGARET McAINSH inspecting the  

knitwear at the Symara Knitting Factory. 
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AMAZING EDITH IVERSEN TURNS 100! 

WHAT a milestone for an 
amazing ECHO resident, Dr 
Edith Iversen! She celebrated 
her centenary with three fes-
tivities – a tea on  May 18 at 
the PE Women’s Club, where 
she has been a member for 
many years, a private family 
lunch on her actual birthday, 
Monday, May 21, and finally 
a tea party on  May 23 for all 
her friends at Kruger Gar-
dens. Edith lived at KG for 
almost 30 years, moving into 
her cottage in September 
1988. She is now happily set-
tled at Munro Kirk, where 
many friends continue to visit 
her. She was born Edith 
Urquhart on 21 May 1918 in 
the then Salisbury, Rhodesia. 
Her father died when she was 
nine years old and she, her 
sister, Sheila, and brother 
Ronald, returned to Scotland 
with their mother and at-
tended the famous Dollar 
Academy in Dollar, Scotland. 
She is now the school’s old-
est “old girl”! Edith’s Scottish 
heritage has lasted all her life 
– she wastes nothing and is 
an example to all with her 
“reduce, re-use, re-cycle” phi-
losophy. But it is her astute 
and brilliant mind that every-
one admires most. She quali-
fied as a dentist in 1939 from 
the Glasgow Dental Hospital 
and School, married Norman 
“Ivy” Iversen, a man of Nor-
wegian heritage, in 1945 and 
came to South Africa in 1946 
as a war bride. They first 
lived in East London, where 
their children, Shirley and Ian, 
were born, and then Queens-
town for many years. Sadly, 
her husband died unexpect-
edly in 1976. Showing true 
grit, she made a new life for 
herself, moving to Port Eliza-

  

EDITH IVERSEN at her 100th birthday celebration at Kruger 
Gardens. She is flanked by her daughter, SHIRLEY LE 
ROUX and son IAN, a Cape Town city councillor. With 
them are PETER and DI HAARHOFF, her neighbours for 
almost six years at KG before she moved to Munro Kirk in 
April this year.                     Picture by Mark West, The Herald   

beth, joining societies and 
continuing to practise as a 
dentist for the Government 
Health Department. She is 
interested in dendrology and 
can identify all the trees in 
Kruger Gardens, has done 
many birding trips, knows 
botany, entomology (she 
loved finding pondo pondo 
longhorn beetles in her gar-
den!), the French language 
and is an expert on cryptic 
crosswords. An extensive 
traveller, she loved walking 
and the outdoors, particularly 
with birding groups. She re-
members when there were 
many birds at Kruger Gar-
dens and, like most of our 
older residents, mourns their  
declining numbers as habitats 
are destroyed. She embraced 
the digital and technological 
age with aplomb, acquiring 
her first computer in 2008 
when she was 90! This en-
ables her to keep contact with 

friends and relatives, near 
and far, through e-mail and 
Skype. For years she wrote 
the KG newsletter on her 
computer, served on the En-
tertainment Committee, 
helped in the library and with 
braai lists. She plays scrab-
ble on the internet and has a 
cell phone. Her iPad is now 
her lifeline and, to hear her 
state, “Don’t worry, I’ll just 
Google it,” amazes everyone. 
This wonderful centenarian is 
an inspiration to all of us.  We 
wish we could all be as eru-
dite, as sensible, as full of fun 
and as fantastic as this spe-
cial ECHO resident. Con-
gratulations on your centen-
ary, Edith, and thank you for 
all you have done for ECHO 
and its residents. How lucky 
we are to have you as a 
friend and mentor. 
  
DI HAARHOFF 
Kruger Gardens 
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Dunant Park celebrates royal wedding  

 
 

  The Dunant Park Entertainment Committee organised a Royal Tea Party on July 14. The 
tables were decorated with Union Jack flags and red, white and blue napkins. Genteel 
sandwiches and delicate cupcakes were served. Peck Koopman organised the showing of 
the official DVD of the royal wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle. In keeping with  
the occasion, Peck wore a crown! A number of the ladies lived up to the occasion by 
wearing their best bibs and tuckers. It was a lovely party.                              SIGRID HUMAN 

PECK KOOPMAN wearing 
his royal crown.  

ANNE CHAPMAN and her 
special royal cushion. 

LOUISA OOSTHUIZEN en-
joyed the royal occasion. 

CHRIS PIENAAR, ANNE CHAPMAN, BETH SCHMIDT and 
ELAINE TODD at one of the tables decorated with  flags. 

CECILIA NTSABO and ETHEL PFISTER at the tea party. 

Dunant Park supervisor 
KARL JONKER and WINNY 
OOSTHUIZEN inspect the 
village’s new tank, which  
has an outside gauge. The 
Computer Club financed 
the tank, which is behind 
the supervisor’s office and 
next to the Village Green. It 
will help to keep the public 
area gardens watered and 
assist in emergencies. 

New water tank 
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Great outing to African Wildlife Centre  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEATHER HUTCHINGS, 
who has lived at Laubscher 
Park West for 23 years, has 
handed over the responsibil-
ity for the LPE gardens and 
Garden Club to Toni Ayls-
bury. But Heather has agreed 
to continue to write her Hello 
Echo gardening column. The  
drought has been dishearten-
ing and it is hard to write en-
couraging articles when we 
are battling to keep plants 
alive. Thanks to Heather for 
her informative articles. 
 
CYNTHIA DAVIES 

The Laubscher Park West residents who enjoyed their  
outing to the African Wildlife Centre in Addo. 

cinated us.  Further along we 
saw lynx, crocodiles and a 
huge python. There were also 
some friendly meerkats, but 
we were warned that they 
could bite us. We ended the 
tour with a visit to a huge avi-
ary, where flocks of birds fly 
freely among the trees. It was 
noticeable that the different 

birds stick to themselves and 
were not disturbed by us 
walking around their habitat. 
Group photographs ended a 
fantastic day. Thanks to Mau-
reen and Bert van Vledder for 
organising the lovely outing. 
  
CYNTHIA DAVIES 
Laubscher Park West 

THREE Kombis of Laubscher 
Park West residents de-
parted for the African Wildlife 
Centre in Addo (not to be 
confused with the Addo Ele-
phant National Park) on a hot 
June 12. We had hardly 
started our journey when one 
of the vehicles developed a 
flat tyre at First Avenue, Wal-
mer. Fortunately, there is a 
petrol station nearby and 
they were able to fix the tyre 
and check the others. This 
delay set us back more than 
an hour, but then we were off 
on the bumpy road to Addo! 
We were met by our hosts at 
the Wildlife Centre and ush-
ered into the dining area, 
where we were given deli-
cious freshly squeezed fruit 
juice and a short while later 
were served with a tasty 
chicken wrap and salad. 
Then we began our guided 
tour to see the animals, birds, 
snakes etc for which the cen-
tre is known. The collection 
of birds, particularly the par-
rots, cockatiels and owls, fas-

 Garden Club 
in new hands 

HEATHER HUTCHINGS has been writing the popular  
gardening column for Hello Echo since it started in 1992. 
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Special teas for new and old residents 

   

At the annual tea for new residents at 
 Fairhaven were PAULINE DE VILLIERS and 

MARINTHA and THINUS DU PREEZ. 

Also at the tea, held by Joey Lohuis, were 
BEV FOUCHE, NATALIE CUNNINGHAM, 
NONIE BISSETT and BRIAN BRUNETTE. 

Others at the tea were ANDRE DE VILLIERS and HESSIE MOHR, RUDI and CAROLINE 
BOTHA and HANS and ELISE SCHABERG and VIV VAN DER WATT. 

VAL and JOHNNY VAN 
EYCK enjoyed one of the 
teas for newcomers. Their 
daughter, Terri Almirall, is 
a “friend” of Fairhaven’s 
Entertainment Committee 
and helped with the music 
for the productions of the 
“Caribbean Cruise” and 

“Let The Good Times Roll”. 

Residents who have lived at Fairhaven for 11 or more 
years also had a special tea with Joey Lohuis. They in-

cluded WILMA CRONJE and MIKE VALLANCE (back) and 
HANNIE ELS, EULA VAN DYK and ROMA ARNOLD. 
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Normandy Court holds potjie cook-off 

A MOST successful potjie 
cook-off was held at Nor-
mandy Court on Saturday, 
June 16. Lively music was 
provided by Neels van 
Rooyen and his music mak-
ers. Even though it was quite 
a cool and gusty day, many 
j o i n e d  i n  t h e  f u n .    
Six teams took part and a va-
riety of potjies were available 
f o r  s a l e  a f t e r w a r d s 
– steak, pork, beef, chicken, 
seafood and biltong pasta. 
Our judges, Elaine Watson 
and Sister Edna Harris, 
chose “The Leftovers” team 
of Graham Swart and Zeta 
Collocott (pasta) as the  
winners. Runners-up were 
the “Strandlopers” team of 
Peter van Blerk and Christ 
van Heerden (seafood). 
Thank you to the judges for 
coming along to help. It was 
great fun and now we look 
forward to the finals to be 
held on Heritage Day, Mon-
day, September 24, at Nor-
mandy Court. 
 
FAITH GEERE 
Normandy Court 

  

PETER VAN BLERK and CHRIST VAN HEERDEN (seafood) 
were runners-up in the potjie cook-off. With them are su-
pervisor JUDY RAE, judge ELAINE WATSON and winners 

ZETA COLLOCOTT and GRAHAM SWART (pasta). 

The potjie cook-off judges: Sister EDNA HARRIS and 
ELAINE WATSON making their choices. 

Residents MARION DAWSON and FAITH GEERE (the two 
on the right) and visitors celebrate at the potjie cook-off. 

JOHN WHITE, of Duncan 
Ferguson Park, is a promi-
nent member of the popu-
lar Happy Echoes, who per-
form at ECHO villages and 
elsewhere in PE. 

A Happy Echo 

 

 
The ECHO Foundation board, management and the Hello-o-o 
Echo editorial committee are not responsible for the views  

expressed or the statements made in this publication.  
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Shirley Corder launches her new book 

   SHIRLEY CORDER, Dunant Park’s resident author, has 
written a new book, which is available in print as well as 
electronically. It is called “Naomi, Beloved Mother-in-law”. 
On Saturday, July 28, we had the book launch in our hall 
with Shirley's husband, Rob, as our host. We were enter-
tained by the Happy Echoes, who sang songs relating to 
Naomi's life. Shirley interviewed her daughter, Debbie 
Johnston, who played the role of Naomi. Shirley also read 
us the first chapter of the book. It was most interesting and 
a connection was made to the many South African families 
who have also felt the need to travel to foreign lands for a 
better future. The guests then enjoyed a good tea. 
                                                                          SIGRID HUMAN                                       

SHIRLEY CORDER at the 
launch of her new book. 

JEAN REABOW and MYRA GEACH at the 
lunch at Apron Strings organised by the 
Dunant Park Entertainment Committee. 

ANNE CHAPMAN, SHEILA DODS and PAT 
WARD. Pat and Derek Snow are now organ-
ising outings and their first was a success. 

GENNY VISAGIE, a new 
resident, and LOUISA 

OOSTHUIZEN. 

BABY DU PLESSIS and 
RONNIE and JANET 

SIMON. 

DEREK and JUNE SNOW 
also enjoyed the outing to 

Apron Strings. 
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Audrey Dunlop learns to crochet at 94! 

   

Thanks to the ECHO residents who bought 
tickets for the quilt raffle in aid of frail care 
funds. Holding the quilts are CHARLEEN 
FRIDEY, BARBARA BUTLER and Sister  

DENYSE GRAER, who made and donated 
the quilts. The winners were Kruger Gar-
dens supervisor Denise Hurley (pink) and 

Ann Chapman (blue), of Dunant Park. 

TERESA SAYER brings her mother,  
GLORIA EMSLIE, from Lapa Munnik to 
 enjoy the entertainment and musical 

 performances arranged by ECHO activity  
organiser Marietjie Marx at Munro Kirk. 

CATHY BINNELL made 
beautiful cards using  

stencils and paint with 
Marietjie at Munro Kirk. 

AUDREY DUNLOP, 94, of Munro Kirk, with her crocheted 
blanket. Marietjie taught her how to crochet this year and 

is delighted with her progress. Right: AUDREY dances 
with CATHY BINNELL to Gracie’s piano music.  

Creating flowers with Rodney: LIZ ELSON, FLORENCE GLAGO and KARENA DAVIS. 
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MK residents pampered on Mandela Day 

   Total Concept gave 67 minutes of their time in honour of Nelson Mandela to 
pamper Munro Kirk residents by giving them much appreciated manicures.  

ELVA ALLEN and daughter 
LIZ GALLINETTI with CAY- 
LEIGH-ANN JOHNSTON. 

MATTHEW BECKETT gives  
a grateful JEAN KAPELUS 

a manicure. 

Residents and student 
manicurists:  Front: HEN-
NIE DEKKER, BRENDA 
PASHLY, PATRICIA BAI-
LEY, PATRICIA STANDER 
and SUMI NAIDOO. Middle: 
YVONNE BARNARDO, DE-
SIREE STRYDOM, AUDREY 
DUNLOP, SHEILA FORBES, 
ALMA HAINES, CATHY 
BINNELL and JEAN AXON.  
Back: BIANCA NABAL, 
MATTHEW BECKETT, 
CAYLEIGH-ANN JOHNS-
TON, LORINDA ERASMUS, 
MADISON COLE and 
ANIENKA SMITH.  

RODNEY DE BEYER’s nails 
receive attention from 

ANIENKA SMITH. 

Making cup cakes were EVE ROBERTS, DAPHNE HAWLEY and HENNIE DEKKER. 

Munro Kirk residents have fun making cup cakes 
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Soup, bread and sherry and hotdogs 

 

 

 

New resident CHERYL GIBBENS enjoyed 
the soup, homemade bread and sherry eve-
ning at Walton Park with DANEL BOUWER 

(front) and IAN and MARION MOORE 
(standing). Residents made eight soups.  

New resident ALMA VERMAAK, LENIE BRYANT and ELMA 
COX (front), with NORMA ELLWOOD, BARBARA STYLES 

and ELAINE BROUGH (standing). 

PAUL and MARIAN ELLIS, CHRIS and JOY 
RAINE and new residents JOHN and RO 

JONES at the soup evening, which also wel-
comed newcomers to Walton Park. Resi-
dents danced to the music of Bert Bussy. 

At the Walton Park hotdog evening: Front: 
ESTHER VICTOR, ELAINE LE ROUX and 

new resident DORA SMITH. Back: TREVOR 
KUKARD and supervisor AMANDA FOURIE. 

Front: DAWN HOLDSWORTH and  
HANNELORE LOGIE. Back: MARTHIE  

STEENKAMP, ROB SHERMAN, MARGARET 
BROWNE and LORRAINE MARAIS. 

HARRY and LOUISE  
WATSON at the hotdog 
evening at Walton Park.  
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McGeers’ 60th wedding anniversary 

BILL and Maureen McGeer, 
of Fairhaven, celebrated their 
60th wedding anniversary on 
May 31.  After some years of 
courtship they were married 
on 31 May 1958 in the Meth-
odist Church in Benoni. Bill 
had always been involved in 
the building industry while 
Maureen worked as a teller 
with the then Colonial, Do-
minium and Overseas Bank 
until their marriage. They 
moved around the East Rand 
and Rustenburg and eventu-
ally lived for 19 years in Pre-
toria, where Bill worked as 
the chief building inspector. In 
1989 he was appointed dep-
uty director: technical ser-
vices of the then Department 
of Education and Training in 
Port Elizabeth. They made 
their home in Westering and 
later moved to Fairhaven. 
They have been blessed with 
five children, of whom three 
are living in Port Elizabeth 
and another in Pretoria. One 
child unfortunately passed 
away. Maureen told me that 
they have always done things 
as a couple. No wonder that 
they are both serving on the 
Fairhaven Residents’ Com-
mittee, Bill as chairman. Mau-
reen suffered a health set-
back some time ago, but cur-
rently they are both in good 
health. Our best wishes ac-
company them into the future. 
They are an example to other 
married couples. 
 
DANIE GERICKE 
Fairhaven 

  

BILL and MAUREEN McGEER on their wedding day and as 
they are now in their Fairhaven cottage. 

Fairhaven now has three sisters living in the village. They 
are NATALIE CUNNINGHAM, LEONIE (NONIE) BISSETT 

and LUCILLE (LU) MORGAN. 

Three sisters living at Fairhaven 

Quote: Take care that the 
face that looks out from the 
mirror is a pleasant face. You 
may not see it again during 
the day, but others will. 
                            Anonymous 
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Interesting talks and other activities 

SEVERAL people gave us inter-
esting talks in the past few 
months. Dr Mike Muller spoke 
amusingly on “The Role of the 
Elderly” in today’s society.   
Clinical psychologist Zoë Butler 
introduced us to her Labrador, 
Hyacinth, and told us how the 
dog helps her with her therapeu-
tic work. We also listened to a 
talk on diabetes. In honour of 
Madiba’s Centenary and his 
love for children, we approached  
Glenda Brunette, who told us 
about the Walmer Angel Project, 
after which we decided to do-
nate food and knitted articles for 
the pre-school tots. The Knit and 
Knatter group, which now meets 
twice a month, has also been 
busy knitting for children.  
 
Regular activities were beetle 
drive (which always causes 
laughter) and  bingo.   Unfortu-
nately, the Lions bingo has 
come to an end as this branch 
of Lions has closed down, but 
three residents have offered to 
do the calling in future. Our 
twice-monthly braais continue, 
as do the increasingly popular 
happy hours and the DVDs. Ron 
Belling taxed our memories with 
his quiz about music of the 
1960s. A number of photos were 
put up on display and Laubscher 
Park East residents and Walmer 
Service Centre members had to 
guess the identity of the person 
in each photo, be it a baby, a 
teenager or an adult. Thelma 
Dyer, who correctly guessed 12 
out of the 15 photos, was the 
winner, followed by Mary Scarr 
and Wendy Wyatt, both with 11. 
Enjoyable evening activities 
were  a ʼ60s party organized by 
Trevor Moolman, who went back 
in time to the days of when he 
was a DJ. Many put on their 
dancing shoes and showed that 
they hadn’t lost their ability to do 
the Twist. We also organised a 
Build a Burger evening to cele-
brate Father’s Day, a karaoke 
evening with John Huddlestone 

  

THELMA DYER (centre) won the Who’s Who competition 
with 12 correct answers. MARY SCARR and WENDY 

WYATT were the runners-up with 11 each. On the right 
 are the pictures of the people they had to identify.  

and our Soup and Lucky Legs 
Competition. The winners were 
Mel Yates, Gavin Jeffrey, Bert 
van Vledder and Brian Harris, 
who were judged to have the 
Bumpiest Toes, the Hairiest 
Legs, the Knobbliest Knees and 
the Skinniest Legs respectively. 
Unfortunately, The Cantando 
Choir sang on a cold evening 
and only a few people attended. 
Our Christmas in July evening 
was a great success. Everyone 
enjoyed the food, catered by 
residents Jenny Symington, 
Marie Juta and Edna Harris, and 
the singing of Craig Wiblin.  
 
There was much hilarity and ex-
citement when Mike Breen's 
LPE July Horse Race took place 
two days before the Vodacom 
Durban July. Our jockeys did 
their best, with Marlene Bezuid-
enhout being the winner with the 
donkey, Elaine's Fantasy, 
closely followed by Gloria's 
Pride (Doug Steyn), Ian's Folly 
(Ian Clark), Sharp Sheila (Sheila 
Entress) and Trevor's Trotter 
(Trevor Moolman). Much activity 
took place early in June before 
our Mini Fete, with the Winter 
Woollies Stall raising more than 

R1 000. In preparation for the 
Potjiekos competition to be held 
at Normandy Court in Septem-
ber, we have had two potjiekos 
lunches, after which our team 
(Jenny Symington and Marie 
Juta) was chosen. In prepara-
tion for our annual fete, Marlene 
Bezuidenhout has organized 
residents and members into 
groups at our monthly work-
shops, for them to make goods 
to be sold on the fete’s Arts and 
Crafts Stall. Outings were to Sy-
mara Knitwear Factory and 
Shop in May and Jeffreys Bay in 
July. Everyone enjoyed the 
morning in Jeffreys Bay, al-
though, unfortunately, most did 
not have a chance to view the 
Shell Museum. Birthday enter-
tainers were Gavin Jeffery, one 
of our residents, in May, Elsa & 
Elsje in June and the Lake Farm 
Band in July. While birthday 
teas are always well attended,  
the Lake Farm Band drew an 
exceptionally large crowd and 
the morning was enjoyed by 
residents and entertainers alike.        
 
DESIREE MARTIN 
Laubscher Park East 
and Walmer Service Centre 
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Laughs at Lucky Legs competition 

 

Winners of the Lucky Legs Contest: ELAINE CROSSMAN 
(judge), MEL YATES (Bumpiest Toes), CECILY WAKEFORD 
(judge), GAV JEFFREY (Hairiest Legs), BERT VAN VLED-
DER (Knobbliest Knees), MIKE BACHMAN (judge), BRIAN 

HARRIS (Skinniest Legs) and MIKE BREEN (gofer). 

The legs, knees and toes of the competitors! 

Jockeys under starter’s orders before reeling in their 
“horses” at the Durban July race: TREVOR MOOLMAN, 

IAN CLARK, DOUG STEYN, SHEILA ENTRESS and 
MARLENE BEZUIDENHOUT, whose “donkey”, Elaine’s 

Pride, was the winner. MIKE BREEN was the race steward. 

Anyone for a delicious  
pancake? RINIE KRIEL of-
fers a pancake watched by 
FRANCINA BOSMAN at the 
mini food fair at the WSC. 

PAULINE HALL and ROSS 
KOBUS making egg and 

bacon rolls at the food fair. 

JENNY PAYE and JANE 
OELOFSE at the food fair. 
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Visit to Swan Lake a special occasion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Love ignores age! JEAN PRICE and her 
“special friend” from Sedgefield, JIM 

 TAYLOR, at Swan Lake.  

PETER and BARBIE FOWLER were among  
the Dunant Park residents who enjoyed 

breakfast at Swan Lake. 

DOROTHY BLACKLAWS in the lovely Swan Lake garden.  

JEAN REABOW and driver 
FADLEY MALLICK, who 
celebrated his birthday. 

DUNANT PARK’s visit to 
Swan Lake Gardens on the 
Kragga  Kamma Road was a 
very special occasion. On our 
arrival we were ushered in-
side the function room and 
took our seats facing the 
grand piano. Marius Lourens, 
our host, then gave us a brief 
history of Swan Lake. He and 
his wife, Mariana,  have been 
there 6½ years and they 
have totally changed the 
place, which started as a 
nursery, into a beautiful gar-
den. In between his talk he 
played the piano and we had 
to guess the names of the 
pieces. He does all his play-
ing by ear. His story of how 
he acquired a 150-year-old  

MARIUS LOURENS at his 
special grand piano. 

grand piano in very good con-
dition was fascinating. We 
agree that the piano was 
meant to be his. We were 
then served an excellent 
cooked breakfast and, with 
our batteries charged, we 
were free to wander in the 

gardens. The sun came out 
and it was a delight to 
choose a path and see where 
it led. There is a pond for the 
white swans and another for 
the black swans. In breeding 
time particularly they do not 
like to mix. Benches and 
items of quirky sculpture are 
tucked away all over. Inside 
the function venue we could 
also admire some of Marius’s 
art work, both paintings and 
sculptures. He is a very tal-
ented man, whose main call-
ing is being a dominee. It 
was all so enjoyable we only 
got home at lunchtime. 
  
SIGRID HUMAN 
Dunant Park 
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Music quiz, stirfry supper and bingo  

   

COLIN HILDER and JULIE YATES, with the lucky draw 
prizes they won at the music trivia evening held at 

 Laubscher Park East in aid of the ECHO Benevolent Fund.  

GAIL VAN DER MERWE 
and ANN DUTTON enjoy a 
snack supper at the quiz. 

JUDY MERKEL was chief chef and organiser of the stirfry 
evening at Stanbury Park. EBEN LANDMAN and JIM 

GREEN were two of the chefs who produced the food. 

PHOEBE and DON 
LIGHTFOOT enjoy a drink 

before their dinner. 

The Lapa Munnik cottages and Stanbury Park bingo evenings are so popular that they 
have been increased to twice a month. Regular players include JANET and JOHN BROWN, 

DAVEN BAXTER and ANS DE JONG and JOAN WALTERS and VICKY BAXTER.  
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Diamond wedding for special couple 

FAIRHAVEN has seen a 
number of special “Big-O” 
birthdays and wedding anni-
versaries this year! A much-
loved and respected couple, 
Gilbert and Peggy Jane, were 
the latest to celebrate their 
diamond anniversary. They 
were married on 14 June 
1958 after a courtship that 
started after they met on a 
bus while travelling to work.   
They had four sons and a 
daughter, but sadly two of 
their sons have died (Leslie in 
2003 and Graham in 2016). 
They have 13 grandchildren 
and eight great-grand-
children.   Peggy and Gilbert 
have lived at Fairhaven for 11 
years.  Both have been  in-
volved in the affairs of the vil-
lage and served as residents’ 
representatives for two terms. 
The Fairhaven Coffee Shop 
was their brainchild and for 
seven years Peggy’s apple 
tart and strawberry cream 
sponge cake had residents 
flocking there every Thursday 
morning. Their family and 
friends came from as far 
afield as the US and Russia 
to attend the celebration. Oth-
ers travelled from  Johannes-
burg, Cape Town and East 
London.  The highlight was a 
special blessing bestowed on 
them in the New Apostolic 
Church in Cleary Park, where 
the District Apostle, John 
Kriel, officiated at Divine Ser-
vice on Sunday, June 10. 
(Gilbert was a Bishop in the 
church for many years till he 
retired). The 750-strong con-
gregation rejoiced with them. 
A family dinner was enjoyed 
at the PE St George’s Club. 
 
ANNE THOMSON 
Fairhaven 

  

This happy picture shows PEGGY and GILBERT JANE 
(seated in front) with their family. Standing are GEROME 
WILLIAMS (son-in-law), JUDY JANE (daughter-in-law),  
JOHANN JANE (son), LILLIAN WILLIAMS (daughter),  

NEIL JANE (son) and SHENAY JANE (daughter-in-law). 

Mystery of the missing wheelie walker 

ROMA ARNOLD 

WHEN Roma Arnold, of Fair-
haven, left in March to visit 
her family for three months in 
Murwillumbah, 163km south 
of Brisbane, Australia, little 
did she know what lay ahead 
of her and her red wheelie 
walker, which she had bought 
a week earlier especially for 
her trip. One day she and her 
daughters,  Glenda Gittings 
and Jillian Hayward, went to 
look around antique and sec-
ond-hand furniture shops 
hoping to pick up a bargain. 
Roma parked her red 
“Porsche” alongside another 
red walker just inside the en-
trance of a shop. About an 
hour later Roma was sur-
prised to find that her walker 
had “walked” – but where to?  
It was nowhere to be seen. 
They approached a sales as-
sistant and asked her to help  
find the walker. “Oh, was that 
YOUR walker?  I just sold it,” 
she said.   “And the other red 
one?” asked Roma. “That 
was also sold,” said the as-
sistant. Roma was horrified!   
The shop owner was called 
and took them into a store-

room filled with new wheelie 
walkers – and Roma had her 
pick! A shiny new blue one 
took her fancy and Roma is 
now seen around Fairhaven 
with a new blue walker. She 
also has a laminated name 
card with a photo of herself 
attached to her walker. 
 
ANNE THOMSON 
Fairhaven   
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Planking for Ponchos raises R20 000 

   

ISOBEL GORMAN, ANNE THOMSON and CAROLINE 
BOTHA, of Fairhaven, enjoyed savoury pinwheels with 

chips and coffee at the Elephant Walk restaurant.  

BETTY ANDREWS has 
joined the growing number 
of nonagenarians at Fair-
haven. Her nieces and 
nephews hosted a break-
fast at the Galaxy Grill at 
Moffett on Main, where 18 
family members and some 
friends celebrated with her.  

Fairhaven visits the Elephant Walk 

Betty turns 90 

ELMARIE NEL, of Be Fitness Training, and RENEE  
HOFFMAN, of Charities PE, which distributed ponchos to 

ANESIPHO XUNDU, ONEIE NYANDENI, AYABONGA  
MATSHA and SUHLANGULE NKUMANDA from the 

 Masiphathisane Creche in Motherwell. 

The Planking for Ponchos Trimgym ladies at Caritas.  

MARY SCARR, of Laub-
scher Park East, demon-
strates how to do planking. 
The Planking for Ponchos 
initiative was started by El-
marie Nel, of Be Fitness 
Training, and has raised 
more than R20 000 for chil-
dren’s ponchos. About 300  
elderly women in different 
fitness training groups in 
PE took part in the project.  
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Adam and Joan Bage married for 60 years 

 
 
 
 

  

JOAN and ADAM BAGE in their Kruger Gardens cottage. 

the office next to Joan.  She 
knew her brother wanted a 
tall partner for dancing so in-
troduced Joan to him and one 
thing led to another, culminat-
ing in their wedding in St 
Mary’s Cathedral on 21 June 
1958.  They have two sons, 
David, who lives in the UK 
with his wife and two daugh-
ters, and Andrew, who lives 
in PE with his wife, son and 
daughter. Adam’s life has re-
volved around business and 
even now he is involved in 
looking after the tax affairs of 
Andrew’s business.  He is a 
member of the Income Tax 
Court and does tax work for 

retired people.  Joan’s inter-
ests are bridge, reading and, 
in her younger days, she was 
an accomplished pianist and 
was awarded colours for ten-
nis at school. Besides work-
ing at GM, she was manager 
of a medical practice for 
about 10 years after her boys 
went to boarding school. The 
Bages have been happy at 
Kruger Gardens for the past 
18 years. They celebrated 
their special anniversary with 
a family dinner at the Old 
Austria restaurant. 
  
MYRA MacGREGOR 
Kruger Gardens  

DURING Adam and Joan 
Bage’s 60 years of marriage 
Adam had to travel overseas 
a lot because of his career, 
which meant long absences 
from home. While at GM and 
then at Volkswagen from 
1968, he was sent on six-
month training courses to De-
troit and Wolfsburg. He also 
spent six months at the Har-
vard Graduate School of 
Business in 1976, with Joan 
being able to join him there 
for the graduation.  After retir-
ing in 1993, he was recalled 
by VW in 1995 to work in 
Canada for two years, ac-
companied by Joan, an as-
signment which was a high-
light of his career.  Joan and 
sometimes their two boys 
were able to join him on a 
few of his international busi-
ness trips. Otherwise Joan 
was left at home, but they 
made up for this after Adam 
retired for the first time in 
1993 by doing a round-the-
world trip by air and later 
travelling extensively. Their 
swansong was a cruise on 
the Queen Mary in April 
2013. But how did this all 
start?  As fate would have it, 
they were both at GM, where 
Adam’s sister was working in 

HOW little we know of our incredible and beautiful Algoa Bay, 
the biggest and best researched bay in South Africa.  It is also 
a world Hope Spot and the Bottlenose Dolphin Capital of the 
World.  Martheanne Finnemore, of Kruger Gardens, chairman 
of the Algoa Bay Branch of WESSA (Wildlife and Environment 
Society of SA) gave an illustrated presentation on the bay on 
June 7.  The title of her talk was “The most amazing features 
and creatures of Algoa Bay”. How blessed we are to live here. 
The branch has produced a wonderful book, “Know Your Bay”, 
as a guide to this priceless asset and it makes fascinating read-
ing with exquisite illustrations. Long may the bay be treasured! 
 
                                                       DI HAARHOFF, Kruger Gardens 

Beautiful Algoa Bay is biggest in SA 

JOHN and MARTHEANNE 
FINNEMORE with copies of 

“Know Your Bay” at the 
talk at Kruger Gardens. 
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Children receive beanies from knitters 

   

GLENDA BRUNETTE (centre), of the Walmer Angel Project, received knitted articles from  
WSC Knit and Natter members SHARON MOOLMAN, MARLENE BEZUIDENHOUT, 

FRANCINA BOSMAN and MARETHA ZEELIE. The children (right) were three of the little 
ones who received knitted beanies which were donated to the Kamvalethu Drop-in Centre. 

JANE FOURIE dances with ELAINE WATSON at Trevor 
Moolman’s ʼ60s party.  In the background are CECILY 
WAKEFORD, RUTH ACKERMAN and MARY SCARR.  

FRANCINA BOSMAN inter-
acts with clinical psycholo-
gist ZÖE BUTLER’s Labra-
dor, Hyacinth, which she 
uses in therapeutic work. 

JO BUXTON in her tartan 
coat, with ANNETTE Mc-
LEOD and LYNNE STEYN 
at the July birthday tea.  

SHIRLEY PATRICK is thanked by DESIREE MARTIN for her 
many years of service as treasurer of the Entertainment 
Committee. JENNY SYMINGTON and MARIE JUTA were 

thanked for catering for the Christmas in July dinner. 
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60 years of bliss for Ossie and Norma 

   

OSSIE and NORMA BLAKEWAY in their cottage. 

manufacturingfire engines 
and then truck modifications. 
Norma started a ballet studio, 
which she ran successfully 
for 43 years, presenting full-
scale shows in the Opera 
House in the 1980s. Her stu-
dents were also selected for 
leading roles in the Youth 
Ballets and walked off with 
numerous awards in the PE 
Dance Festivals. The Blake-
ways have travelled exten-
sively overseas – skiing in 
Austria, sailing on a gulet in 
Turkey, travelling across 
America, spending time on 
the Amalfi coast in Italy, 

cruising the Norwegian fjords 
and the Aegean, Danube and 
Rhine, taking in ballet per-
formances in Paris, London 
and New York. They now 
spend a lot of time in Johan-
nesburg, where two of their 
children have made their 
homes, and also in Auckland, 
where one of their daughters 
and her family live. However, 
they say they have another 
wonderful family at Kruger 
Gardens, where they have 
lived for 15 years. They post-
poned their anniversary cele-
bration to July when their New 
Zealand daughter was able to 
be in SA. They then took the 
whole family – children, 
grandchildren and partners – 
to a guest hotel in the Dra-
kensberg for a long weekend,  
which was a very special fam-
ily time. Their closing com-
ment: “We have been blessed 
with the happiest of marriages 
and wonderful children – and 
couldn’t wish for more.” 
  
MYRA MacGREGOR 
Kruger Gardens 

WHEN Norma was 19 and 
Ossie 23 they met at a party 
in Port Elizabeth – and so 
began a courtship and ended 
Norma’s dreams of setting 
the world on fire on the ballet 
stage. When Ossie was 
transferred to Bloemfontein 
two years later they decided 
it was time to ring the wed-
ding bells and they were mar-
ried in St Hugh’s Anglican 
Church on 28 June 1958.  
They bought a new little VW, 
splashed their savings on an 
extravagant honeymoon and 
arrived in Bloemfontein with 
just enough left to buy a bed 
and a portable radio.  They 
spent two extremely poor but 
happy years there, making 
wonderful friends and travel-
ling a lot in Basutoland, as 
Lesotho was then known. 
Ossie then returned to PE to 
join in a new venture with a 
very good friend, who was to 
become his life-long business 
partner.  Besides Ossie start-
ing a new business, he and 
Norma began a family – two 
girls and then a boy. They 
also bought a holiday home 
at Kenton on Sea. The busi-
ness grew and grew and over 
the years changed from 
manufacturers’ representa-
tives to timber to glazing to  

WALTER FORRESTER, DOROTHY LEPPAN, SALLY  
MUKHEIBER and LILIAN WILSON playing canasta, which 

has proved popular since it was started at KG in May.  
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Bottle tops and tags to buy wheelchair 

A GROUP from Normandy 
Court went to breakfast at the 
News Café at the Boardwalk 
to hand over plastic bottle 
tops and tags to Ashley Nel 
of the Sweethearts Founda-
tion. The foundation collects 
these to go towards the cost 
of a wheelchair. Ashley has 
been doing this for a number 
of years and is available to 
give a talk and slide show 
about the foundation. It is 
wonderful to see how many 
people have been helped al-
ready. How about booking 
him? One can enjoy a really 
good “Early Bird” breakfast 
for less than R40 and  
if you hand over a plastic cup 
filled with bottle tops or tags 
you will receive a free cap-
puccino or coffee with your 
meal. We encourage all com-
plexes to support this worthy 
cause and at the same time 
enjoy a free cappuccino – 
what a pleasure! 
 
FAITH GEERE 
Normandy Court 

  

FRANKIE SIMPSON, NEELS and ARLEEN VAN ROOYEN,  
KEN SIMPSON, JESS BESTER, JOHAN NIEMAND, ANDY 
BESTER and CARMEN RAUBENHEIMER, of Normandy 

Court, handed over bottle tops and tags to  
ASHLEY NEL, of the Sweethearts Foundation. 

Six Normandy Court residents enjoyed a visit to the Cam-
panile in June. Their tour guide, TONY NEVELING (left), 

was most informative. The group included ANDY and JESS 
BESTER and NEELS and AILEEN VAN ROOYEN, who went 

to Circular Drive for a fish and chips lunch afterwards.   

A Mother’s Day tea was 
held in the Normandy Court 
garden, with lovely music 
provided by Adele Dodds. 
Residents made the deli-
cious eats which were en-
joyed at the tea. In the pic-
ture on the right were 
(facing the camera) 
LOREEN POTE, ETHEL 
GERMISHUYS, MAGDA-
LENE SAMPSON, JULIE 
KAHN, ARLEEN VAN 
ROOYEN and MIKE RANDS 
and (with backs to the cam-
era) NEELS VAN ROOYEN 
and KEN SIMPSON.  

Mother’s Day 
tea in garden 
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Dunant Park moms and dads celebrate 

DUNANT PARK had a 
Mother’s Day breakfast in the 
hall on May 12. It was a 
happy occasion and it was 
great to be served by the 
men of the village. Norma 
Kendall entertained us with 
her fabulous whistling of fa-
miliar tunes. She doesn't 
seem to need to breathe at 
all! She whistled the 
“Elizabeth Serenade” which, 
she told us, was written for 
the Coronation of the present 
Queen. 
 
Father’s Day breakfast has 
become a fixture at Dunant 
Park. On June 23 the men 
enjoyed a man-sized cooked 
breakfast.  It was good to see 
the guys chatting happily. 
Somehow they seem to do it 
more quietly than a group of 
women! Before the breakfast 
we had a brief quiz with 
prizes for even-numbered 
correct answers. This was 
because we had 20 questions 
and only 10 prizes. 
 
SIGRID HUMAN 
Dunant Park 

  

DEREK SNOW, KATHY SPURRIER (waitress), 
FRED  HEYDENRYCH and BRIAN HOLDSTOCK  

at the Father’s Day breakfast, which has 
 become a popular event at Dunant Park. 

Mother’s Day fun: ALETTA PIETERSE, 
NORMA  KENDALL, who entertained 
the ladies by whistling familiar tunes, 

and ANALISE VAN HUYSSTEEN.  

CHRIS VAN RENSBURG, KEN JACKSON, DES SMITH, 
JOHN WHITE, ROB CORDER and BLACKIE BLACKLAWS 

at the Father’s Day breakfast. 

The ladies who did the cooking and serving for the men: 
TINA ENGELBRECHT, PETRO SWART, BEV GREEN, 

ANALISE VAN HUYSSTEEN, HELEN WINFIELD, LIBBY  
ORPEN, KATHY SPURRIER and HAZEL SCHLAPHOFF. 
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Market, tea and coffee and bingo at WP 

   

Entertainment Committee secretary HARRY 
WATSON taking the money at the Walton 

Park coffee, tea and mini market. 

CHRIS and JOY RAINE (sitting) with DAWN 
HOLDSWORTH made a happy trio at the 

coffee, tea and mini market. 

FLORRIE RAUTENBACH 
enjoying tea and eats, with 

new resident SHIRLEY 
COMBRINCK.  

ELAINE CURTIS’s hobby is 
to make accessories and 

fragrant soaps wrapped up 
in gift paper. 

JEAN WOOLLIAMS (right) 
shows off the handmade 
birthday card she bought 
from JEAN KLEINHANS. 

DAWN HOLDSWORTH, the 
Walton Park bingo caller. 

HANNELORE LOGIE, HARRY WATSON, MARGARET 
BROWNE, ALMA VERMAAK and ANSIE VAN ROOYEN. 
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Memorable Caritas trip to Wavecrest  

FIFTEEN people went by bus 
to Wavecrest on the Wild 
Coast on a trip organised by 
Caritas. Everyone received  a 
packed lunch and snack box. 
The trip was pleasant until we 
arrived at the road works. For 
a couple of kilometers we ex-
perienced a lot of bumps. The 
last 35km of dirt road was the 
worst, travelling about 10km 
an hour.  The trip took us 
about eight hours. The Wave-
crest staff gave us a great 
welcome by singing and 
dancing.  We had three good 
meals every day with tea and 
snacks available all day. In 
the evenings we sat outside 
drinking cocktails and chat-
ting. Miriam Mowatt had 
made woollen toys which she 
gave to each staff member 
for their children. The second 
day we went across the river 
by canoe to stroll along the 
beach. One day we were 
taken up the river in the hotel 
launch, which became 
grounded on sand banks. 
Sean Pike had to get out and 
push the boat into deeper wa-
ter. The bird lovers had a field 
day identifying the different 
birds. Sean drove some of us 
to an excellent site overlook-
ing a bay. Another group was 
taken for a walk through the 
forest. Sean named the vari-
ous trees and tree orchids. A 
horse safari of 20 horses 
from the Free State stopped 
off at Wavecrest for a few 
nights and we saw the horses 
being fed and groomed. On 
the Friday we left with heavy 
hearts. Thanks to Ernie and 
Leslie Pike and the hotel staff 
for a memorable holiday.  
 
KENNETH JEANES 
Caritas 

  

BRYAN DICKSON, SANDRA EVANS, BARBARA BARNES 
and ANN CARTER enjoyed a cruise on the river. 

MARY SCARR with KEN 
and JANET JEANES going 

up the river by launch. 

MIRIAM MOWATT with the 
woollen toys she had made 

for the children of all the 
staff members at Wave-

crest. She is with NOSISA 
SONQWELO, Wavecrest’s  

bar manager. 

Popular new 100 Club Joker Draw 

THE first Joker Draw was held at the Kruger Gardens 100 Club 
in July when 86 tickets at R5 each were taken. The Joker 
(David Geard) was so pleased that he increased the value of 
the August prize to R750 with 100 tickets sold. Three winners 
are drawn: the first two receive a bottle of Joker wine and the 
third gets a chance to pick the Joker in a pack of cards pinned 
to a board face down. If a picture card is drawn the person wins 
R20. If the Joker is drawn the jackpot is won. The Joker has not 
yet been drawn and the September prize has risen to R1 000! 
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Zeros celebrate their birthdays at SP 

   

Fun was had at the Stanbury Park and Lapa Munnik Zeros 
Party for all those celebrating a zero birthday this year. 
The Zeros came in free and had a free first drink. Others 
paid an entrance fee. Three kinds of soup with rolls and 

many puddings were enjoyed. At the party were RICHARD 
CRUSE, PATRICK FERGUSON, SEYMOUR MARAIS,  

EILEEN RUSSELL, JUDY MERKEL with DI ROWE in front. 

COLIN HILDER, MELLIS MOORCROFT, JEAN MARAIS and 
MICHAEL LINDRIDGE joined in the celebrations. 

Others at the party were ANS DE JONG, SUSANNA and 
BRUCE ROBERTSON and PAT NEILL. 

VENECIA STEINIGER and 
HEATHER McWILLIAM 

joined in the fun. 

MARGARET MENDES and 
LYNETTE FERGUSON. 

CHARMAINE DE FREITAS 
and DI ROWE. 
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GARDENING 

COLUMN 

By Heather 
Hutchings 

ZAK MABUTA and PAT LONGWORTH next to the succu-
lent garden they created at the entrance to Fairhaven. 

New entrance garden 

DUE to the devastating 
drought in Port Elizabeth    
gardeners have had to scale 
down drastically or find other 
ways to beautify their sur-
roundings. Intrepid gardener 
Pat Longworth decided three 
years ago that the entrance 
to Fairhaven needed a re-
vamp and so she enlisted the 
aid of village gardener Sak-
hele (Zak) Mabuta. After re-
ceiving a donation of two un-
wanted large pots from the 
“old head office” garden, Pat 
and Zak began their task.   
When word spread that a 
succulent garden was being 
created at the entrance, resi-
dents offered Pat cuttings, 
plants and pots.  Families of 
residents who had died or 

who were moving to Munro 
Kirk or Lapa Munnik also do-
nated pots and plants in 
memory of their family mem-
ber.   With Pat’s creativity and 
Zak’s ever-willing strong 
arms, the once dull and semi-
arid patch has been trans-
formed into an oasis of beau-
tiful and colourful succulents.    
Residents and visitors often  
remark what a welcoming 
sight greets their eyes as 
they wait for the gate to open 
and close.  Pat’s own succu-
lent garden also reflects her 
determination to keep on gar-
dening despite the challenges 
of the drought. 
    
ANNE THOMSON 
Fairhaven   

A FEW showers during 
July and August raised our 
hopes for an end to the 
drought, but they were of-
ten followed by a gale 
which dried everything up 
again. So we carry on, 
saving shower and kitchen 
waste water – the former 
for flushing the loo and the 
latter for a few precious 
plants.  
 
Normally, I prune hibiscus 
in pots in August, it being 
when they have the fewest 
flowers. However, this year 
they were confused and  
produced lots of buds, 
probably a desperate 
measure to reproduce it-
self before they die of 
thirst. Even the succulents, 
planted in areas normally 
occupied by colourful an-
nuals, are looking dusty 
and bedraggled. Let us 
hope that September lives 
up to its normal weather 
pattern and gives us good 
spring rains in time to plant 
something colourful for 
Christmas. Perhaps a 
good idea would be to 
plant one or two seedlings 
into small pots and then 
use the teapot water to wet 
them every day. Add a 
quarter teaspoon of Sea-
gro to the water every two 
weeks. 
 
While I was writing this col-
umn, a gentle rain started 
falling. Thankfully it carried 
on and turned into a good 
soak that our gardens 
needed so badly.  


