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To all members of the ECHO family; 

The Board, management and staff, ex-

tend their richest blessings to all for a 

peaceful Christmas and safe and 

healthy 2018. 

If, travelling do take care. If you are 

spending the festive period at your Vil-

lage, there is no need to be lonely, 

please ask your Village supervisor 

what fellowship arrangements have 

been made for Christmas and New-

year celebrations. 
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ECHO directors for 2017-18 at the 26th AGM on October 
25: MICHAEL HOWELL, GILLIAN ADENDORFF, MARIOS 
VAN DONGEN, HEATHER RAUCH, NDABA NDZOMBANE 

and DAVID HONEYBALL (chairperson). 

ECHO in a strong financial position  

 

CHRISTMAS WISHES 
 

The ECHO Board, manage-
ment and staff extend their 
richest blessings to all for a 
peaceful Christmas and a 

safe and healthy 2018. Take 
care if travelling. If you are 

spending the festive season 
in your village, there is no 

need to be lonely. Ask your  
supervisor what arrange-

ments have been made for 
Christmas and the New Year. 

THE chairperson of the 
ECHO Foundation’s Board of 
Directors, Mr David Honey-
ball, presented his annual re-
port at the AGM held at 
Walton Park Village on the 25 
October 2017. Some of the 
salient points were: 
 
Finances 
* The Foundation ended the 
year in a financially strong 
position, which enabled it to 
embark on further growth ob-  

jectives such as a new corpo-
rate head office and addi-
tional accommodation for 
senior citizens. 
* An operational surplus of 
R2 105 180 was recorded                                            
(R2 729 748 – 2016). After 
accounting for net sales of 
life-rights, the year-end sur-
plus stood at R7 840 625 
(R9 455 785 – 2016). 
 
Safety and security 
 
* A full roll-out of the CCTV 
24-hour installations and 
monitoring at all villages was 
completed. 
* The Board believes that the 

overall investment of R9,4m 

was well worth the outlay and 

is proud of these security 

measures, which are unique 

to the ECHO retirement vil-

lages. However, the Board 

urged all residents not to be-

come complacent about se-

curity. They should remain 

vigilant of any unusual be-

haviour by pedestrians out-  
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Strong financial position welcomed 

   

An artist’s rendering of the new ECHO head office. 

From Page 1 
 
side the villages and raise 
the alarm when necessary, 
while always being mindful of 
their personal security 
around their cottages and 
flats by locking doors and se-
curity gates, even during the 
day. 
 
New developments 
  
Laubscher Park East Village 
– Walmer: All 14 cottages 
were sold and six were 
handed over at year end. 
  
Kabega Park: The expected 
start date for this project is 
mid-2018 and the Board 
looks forward to expanding 
the Foundation’s footprint in 
the western area, which will 
be the first development for  
ECHO in this part of PE. 
  
New head office 
* The building of the new 
head office, which had been 
placed on hold at the end of 
2016, started in the 2017 
year. This decision was taken 
based on economic reasons 
as the tender received in 
2017 was the same as that in 
2015 due to the technical re-
cession in the area. 
* At the date of the meeting 
the move of the head office 
from Fairhaven had started. 
  
New assisted-living facility 
The move from Fairhaven 
provided an opportunity to 
convert this space into eight 
assisted-living apartments, 
which would begin in 2018.  
 
Frail care and sick bay 
The frail care homes re-
corded their highest occupa-

tion numbers in many years, 
with an average occupation 
of 142 beds in use per month. 
 
Resident and Entertainment 
Committees (Villages and 
Frail Care Homes) 
The Board and management 
value the work done by both 
committees: firstly for the 
wise council of the resident 
representatives at the man-
agement meetings and their 
patience in dealing with fellow 
residents’ queries and com-
plaints and, secondly, the 
fantastic work of the Enter-
tainment Committees, whose 
work is so appreciated by the 
residents. 
 
Caritas and Walmer 
Service Centres 
* These service centres pro-
vided a valuable service to 
ECHO residents and commu-
nity members, where fellow-
ship is enjoyed and subsi-
dized meals are available. 
* The Board thanked Ms Mar-
tin, Mrs Meyer and their vol-
unteers, as well as Mr Pike 
and his helpers, for  manag-
ing these centres so well.  
 
Hello-o-o-Echo magazine 
* Our magazine will celebrate 
its 25

th
 anniversary in Sep-

tember 2017 and the Board is 

pleased to say that it has 
constantly improved over 
time to the wonderful colour-
ful edition which is enjoyed 
by our residents. 
* The Board thanks Mr and 
Mrs Dimbleby and the many 
people at the various villages 
who assist them in compiling 
this informative magazine. 
 
Maintenance Department 
A total of 116 cottages and 
flats were modernised in ad-
dition to the many call-outs 
and repairs undertaken.  
 
Social Services 
This department serves the 
very important function of vis-
iting residents at risk twice a 
year. Generally these are 
residents of 80 and older, 
identifying social issues and 
assisting with life’s chal-
lenges of growing old,  in-
cluding helping residents with 
moves to assisted living and 
frail care.  
 
Department of Social 
Development – subsidies 
for frail care residents 
The expected increase in 
subsidies was not forthcom-
ing. The maximum subsidy 
available to a frail resident  
 
Turn to Page 3 
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ECHO takes over Normandy Court 

From Page 2 
 
at our homes is still R1 700 a 
month. This  has been the 
amount for the subsidy since 
2008. During this time infla-
tion on overheads and sala-
ries has risen by 67%, effec-
tively reducing the subsidy 
amount in real terms to R558 
a month in 2017.  
  
While we are mindful of the 
pressures placed on Govern-
ment, it is a disgrace that the 
elderly are treated in this 
manner while millions of 
rands are lost to corruption 
and maladministration every 
year. 
  
State doctor 
* The Foundation no longer 
has an allocated State doctor 
to consult and visit our State 
patients as this post was dis-
continued by the Department 
of Health. 
* Our residents have suffered 
the after-effects of this deci-
sion as they must now visit a 
State clinic for treatment and 
medication. This is another 
unacceptable change to the 
care previously provided by 
Government. 
  
Ombudsman’s complaints 
No complaints were received 
by Mr White, our ombuds-
man, in the year. 
  
Information meetings 
The CEO and GM Operations 
convened meetings at all vil-
lages twice during the year 
and these meetings will con-
tinue in 2018. 
 
New business 
The waiting list continued to 
grow, despite 119 new resi-

 

In conclusion 
Despite 2017 having been a 
challenging year, both eco-
nomically and politically, we 
are proud of the growth and 
results produced by the 
Foundation. The chairman 
thanked his directors, CEO, 
GM Operations and their 
head office team, together 
with all employees and ser-
vice providers. 

Normandy Court supervisor JUDY RAE (left) with some of 
the Residents’ and Entertainment Committee members. 

They are FAITH GEERE, NEELS VAN ROOYEN 
(Entertainment Committee chairperson, FRANKIE SIMP-

SON, SHEILA WOOLARD, ANDY BESTER (Residents’ 
 representative), JESS BESTER and JOHAN NIEMAND. 

Judy loves her new position 
THE ECHO FOUNDATION 
took over Normandy Court 
in Adcockvale this year. 
The building was a dona-
t ion f rom the Ex -
Serviceman’s Housing 
Company. The Foundation 
was honoured to have been 
selected as the beneficiary 
and will continue the good 
work done by the Ex-
Serviceman’s Housing by 
continuing to serve the 
community. The building 
consists of 47 flats, includ-
ing the supervisor’s. They  
are all occupied and most  

of the 66 residents have 
lived there for many years. 
We welcome them into the 
ECHO family and trust that 
their association with us 
will be a long and happy 
experience. 
 
KEN KEEN, ECHO CEO 
 
Judy Rae, who moved from 
Laubscher Park East to be 
supervisor at Normandy 
Court from October 1, says 
she is very happy with her 
new position and likes the 
people there a great deal. 

dents being accommodated 
during the year. At year-end 
the waiting list stood at 1 758 
applicants. This is an in-
crease of more than 250 ap-
plicants in the year, over and 
above those accommodated. 
The ECHO Foundation re-
mains a popular choice to re-
tire in Port Elizabeth with 
many people on the waiting 
list from Gauteng and other 
large cities. 
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Activities at Laubscher Park West 

   

At the August birthday tea were PAM ELLIS 
and ESME BARKHUIZEN (front) and LEON 

WILKEN and SHIRLEY MURRAY (back). 

Vegetables and fruit sponsored by KAY and 
LEON WILKEN at the LPW market day. On 

the right is CHERRIE from Cape Town. 

ESME BARKHUIZEN, ELEANOR BOTHA 
and PEGGY COTTRELL enjoyed tea at the 

morning market at LPW.  

At the market day card table were CYNTHIA 
DAVIES, DOREEN MURPHY, EVE RHEEDER 

and MARJ and LES CLARKE. 

JEAN SMITH and DERRICK JARMAN playing carpet bowls. 

GLEN McLEOD with his 
three mini golf trophies. 
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100 residents at Margaret’s farewell 

THE Dunant Park Entertain-
ment Committee decided to 
combine a farewell for Marga-
ret Kombisa with our usual 
100 Club lunch on Thursday, 
September 28. It was a bril-
liant idea. The Evelyn Cole-
man Hall was full with well 
over 100 people attending. 
Our honoured guest  Marga-
ret was retiring after 41 years 
and some months of faithful 
service in our village. She 
looked so elegant and was 
supported by her family in-
cluding grandchildren. Other 
guests came from head of-
fice, two of our former super-
visors were there and, of 
course, our village staff. After 
a good lunch, speeches were 
made by Lillian Swanepoel, 
Adele Allen, a long-time 
friend of Margaret’s, and Mar-
garet herself.  Margaret was 
given a cash gift to which we 
had all contributed. It was 
very special being able to 
recognise and honour years 
of caring service. Lillian told 
us that Margaret had taken 
very little sick leave over the 
years. Margaret was seen 
around the village from early 
morning to late afternoon. 
She also came in over week-
ends to deliver meals to “her” 
residents. Our supervisors 
have learnt a lot of the village 
routines from her.  Margaret 
also visited “her” residents in 
her own time when they were 
in hospital. We wish Margaret 
a happy and healthy retire-
ment. We hope, also, that as 
she ages she will have the 
love and support she has so 
generously given to us over 
the years. 
 
SIGRID HUMAN 
Dunant Park 

  

MARGARET KOMBISA (second from left) with her family at 
her farewell at the 100 Club lunch. 

LYN MERRITT, ANNE HAY and RON and COLETTE  
BOSMAN attended the 100 Club lunch. 

Dunant Park fire drill officials HANSIE VAN EEDEN, HAZEL 
SCHLAPHOFF and RON PURCHASE looking very smart 

and official. Residents are grateful to the folk who do 
 these volunteer jobs in our villages. 

Smart DP fire drill officials  
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EC Junior Children’s Choir sings at MK 

  

 

 

At the Caritas 
Christmas hand-

craft morning 
members At the 
Caritas Christ-
mas handcraft 
morning mem-

bers had to make 
their own snow-

man.  

 

Joining Caritas one of my best decisions 
IN February 1997 I was 
asked to entertain the folk at 
Caritas on St Valentine’s 
Day. Afterwards someone 
said: “Why don’t you join our 
club?” My reply was: “Whoa! 
I’m only 70 years old and 
you’re saying I should join an 
old age club.” However, my 
wife, Auriol, was very keen 
and with some arm-twisting I 
agreed to join. Well ... as it 
turned out, it was one of the 
best decisions I’ve made 
since retiring at the age of 
68. After more than 20 years 
we can look back at the 
amazing fellowship we’ve ex-
perienced in this home from 
home family place. We have 
experienced close bonds and 
fellowship that one would 

At the Caritas Christmas handcraft morning members 
made snowmen. Back: THELMA DYER, JOANNE 

SCHRODER, AMANDA HARDING, SANDRA OHLHOF, 
BRIDGETTE HAMLET with BERTHA MARAIS (front). 

only truly find in intimate fam-
ily relationships. English and 
Afrikaans speaking members 
unite as never before, result-
ing in my speaking Afrikaans 
fairly well, something that had 
eluded me in the past. Each 

member contributes to make 
this a multi-gifted and tal-
ented community giving love 
and support to all members.  
  
FRANK McMAHON 
Caritas 
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Caritas tea room celebrates 21 years 

   

LESLEY BEBINGTON, JOEY LOHUIS and 
social worker XANDRE VAN DER BERG at 

the Caritas tea room’s 21st birthday 
celebrations. Joey took over as manager: 

social services when Lesley retired in 2004. 

EILEEN KAYTON and BONITA HUGHES. 
Joey made a speech and gave Caritas  

chairman Ernie Pike a certificate signed by 
Ken Keen and herself in recognition of the 
service rendered to the community of PE.  

MARTIE BESTER, ARLENE and NEELS VAN 
ROOYEN with SUSSIE ENGELBRECHT at 
Caritas. At the back are LAURETTE VAN 

ROOYEN and HELGA SLABBERT.  

Others at the 21st birthday celebration were 
DAVEN and VICKY BAXTER with FRANK 
and AURIOL McMAHON and LORRAINE  

AUCAMP in the background. 

KENNETH and JANETTE JEANES also 
joined in the 21st birthday celebration of the  
tea room. Members enjoy the lovely refresh-

ments and the prices are still reasonable.  

Special outing to Addo 

WILLEM STASSEN and GERALD and BEV 
MATTHEUS relaxing at the Addo Elephant 
National Park. Caritas organised the outing 

for members to visit the park. 
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Spring welcomed with song and dance 

   

 ALIDA GERRYTS and her granddaughter, 
KIRSTEN ELLIOTT, a member of the choir, 

and music teacher CINDY ATKINSON. 

JUDY MORTON, MONICA GROBLER, CYNTHIA GILTROW, 
MAUREEN CUFF and GLENDA MUNRO thrilled the  

appreciative audience with their stylish line dancing at  
the Kruger Gardens Spring Day celebrations. 

A SPECIAL programme of entertainment was 
arranged by Kruger Gardens supervisor Alida 
Gerryts to welcome the first day of spring on 
September 1. It began with residents Marilyn 
Vosloo and Denise Hurley and staff members 
Christopher Dyeku and Rasta Gacula reading 
poems about spring. Then the audience was 
treated to an exhibition of stylish line dancing 
put on by Maureen Cuff, Judy Morton and 
Glenda Munro, of Kruger Gardens, as well as 
Monica Grobler and Cynthia Giltrow, their in-
structor. The main feature of the event was the 
70-strong Collegiate Junior Choir, accompa-
nied by music teacher Cindy Atkinson on the 
piano. They delighted the audience with a vari-
ety of songs and several girls also performed 
solos with different musical instruments.  
 

BERT BUSSY provided more 
than two hours of catchy mu-
sic with his amazing key-
board and music centre at 
Kruger Gardens. Many resi-
dents took to the dance floor 
and hope he will come again. 

Doggy blanket 

NADINE LANG, a member 
of the Kruger Gardens 
Creative Crafts Group, 

 crocheted this blanket with 
a cute doggy theme. 

Musical evening 
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Walton Park’s old and new supervisors  

   

AMANDA FOURIE PETRA TAIT 

SUE STEVENSON and IRIS PYPER were 
among the many who attended the 
 farewell tea for their supervisor. 

Social worker XANDRE VAN DER BERG with 
the oldest Walton Park resident, MARY 

HUTTON, who is 96 years old.  

MORE than 100 Walton Park 
residents said farewell to su-
pervisor Petra Tait and wel-
comed her successor, 
Amanda Fourie, at a special 
tea party in August. Amanda 
told me: “I was born and bred 
in Port Elizabeth. I started my 
working career as a recep-
tionist and then was secre-
tary to management. Later I 
became area manager for an 
IT company.  When my hus-
band, Johan, became super-
visor at Fairhaven, I became 
case manager at Munro Kirk 
and Lapa Munnik. Then 
came the biggest challenge 
of all as care manager of frail 
care. With this challenge I 
learned more in three years 
than I had in 34 years of my 
career.  This has contributed 
to personal growth in many 
ways.  Serving the public be-
came caring for resi-
dents.  Customer satisfaction 
became residents’ well-
being. Looking back today it’s 
clear that life prepares you 
well for journeys to come. 
Continuous training offered 
by the ECHO Foundation al-
lowed me to empower staff.  I 
found dementia stuck with 

me most and I've come to the 
conclusion that frail care was 
the best foundation I could 
have had. The opportunity to 
supervise a village is the next 
challenge, which I embrace.” 
We at Walton Park welcome 
Amanda and will always offer 
our support. Petra retired at 
the end of August after being 
Walton Park’s nurse for 3½ 
years and supervisor for 1½ 
years. She says she will now 
have plenty of time to spend 
with her husband, Llewelyn 
and her children. They will 

also go down “memory lane”, 
which means visiting her 
birthplace, Paarl. This will 
bring back memories of her 
school days.  The family still 
has an active farm at Darling, 
which they also intend visit-
ing. She has the time now to 
resume her hobbies of quilt-
ing and knitting at Laubscher 
Park Flats. We will all miss 
her and wish her an interest-
ing and rewarding future. 
  

MINNIE TRIMALLEY 
Walton Park 
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Oktoberfest fun and spring market day 

   

At Fairhaven’s Oktoberfest JEANNE TAYLOR played Peter 
the lonely goatherd with JOAN BURGDORF as “his” love  
interest and VINCENT SANDFORD as a realistic “goat”, 

complete with horns and cowbell, with the chorus behind. 

Having fun at the Oktoberfest were residents JACKIE 
WOLMARANS, NORMA BESENER and visitors VERONA 

VAN HEERDEN and MARIA NIEWENHUIZEN. 

SHIRLEY WHITLOCK with her jewellery at the spring 
market day at Fairhaven. Despite having serious problems 
with her hands, Shirley produces exquisite work and is an 

encouragement to others to persevere and overcome. 

KATIE and KRISTY 
 HERSELMAN’s ginger 

beer, pickles and venison 
pies are always popular. 

“ANY excuse for a party” 

could well be the motto at 

Fairhaven – and what better 

excuse than to celebrate Ok-

toberfest “Fairhaven Style” 

on the first Saturday of the 

traditional German Fest 

month? We have many ver-

satile actors and actresses 

and our hall  came to life as 

dirndl-clad “madchens” and 

“jungen” (wearing whatever 

resembled “lederhosen”) 

danced and sang their way 

through German, English and 

Afrikaans folk songs. In no 

time the audience was in the 

swing of things. Delicious 

bratwurst and sauerkraut was 

served in rolls, with draught 

beer to wash it down! It was 

another fun-filled evening to 

remember. Jeanne Taylor, in 

drag, played Peter the lonely 

goatherd from “Heidi”, and 

Vincent Sandford his “goat”, 

with the rest of the cast  lead-

ing the audience in dancing, 

singing and yodeling. 

  

ANNE THOMSON 
Fairhaven 
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Stanbury Park braai and fish and chips 

   

SUSANNA ROBERTSON, VENECIA  
STEINIGER and ANS DE JONG at the  

Stanbury Park Sunday braai. 

LYNETTE FERGUSON, ANN DURANT, 
HEATHER McWILLIAM and JUDY MERKEL 

with DI ROWE (seated) at the braai. 

IAN and UNA MITCHELL also enjoyed their 
fish and chips supper. 

MAUREEN and COLIN FOX at the fish and 
chips supper at Stanbury Park. 

JOHN and ANN DURANT and MELLIS 
MOORCROFT made a friendly trio. 

A happy couple at the fish and chips supper 
were HEATHER and ALAN McWILLIAM.  
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Laubscher Park East and WSC activities 

 
 
 

 

 

DESIREE MARTIN with 
DOUG and AUDREY HON-

EYBALL. Audrey won a 
prize for finding the hidden  
sticker under her plate at 
the August birthday tea. 

Celebrants at the August birthday tea … JEAN ARTICO, 
ROSE DIXON, VERONICA LOMBARD, AUDREY HONEY-
BALL, GERTIE VAN DER BERG and JEAN McDOUGALL. 

SINCE our Christmas in July 
dinner, Laubscher Park East 
and the Walmer Service Centre 
have taken part in a variety of 
activities. Jenny Rump, environ-
mental officer of the Zwartkops 
Conservancy, showed us just 
how, with a little effort,  rubbish 
can be turned into articles of 
use. Her examples of purses  
made from milk cartons were 
really interesting. On another 
occasion, Alethea Botha dem-
onstrated how to make gift 
boxes and roses from doilies, 
after which she gave each per-
son chocolates to put in their 
boxes. Another resident, Liz van 
Sluys, once again spoke about 
one of her favourite topics, bees 
and honey. We also organised 
our own entertainment, namely 
a series of “Midsomer Murders” 
DVDs, which were borrowed 
from the Walmer Library, and  a 
DVD of Andre Rieu, which 
George Wyatt screened. Mike 
Breen also showed slides, 
which brought back memories 
of friends and activities over the 
years. Having found a number 
of games, we are hoping to 
bring about regular games 
mornings.  We just need to find 
people who know how to play 
games like Backgammon, Rum-
mikub, Dominoes and Master-
mind. One cool Thursday morn-
ing, a group went to Symara 
Knitwear Factory. Although 
most of us intended going just  

to have a look, few left without 
buying something, even if it was 
only a jar of raw honey. On an-
other occasion some braved the 
rain and spent the morning wan-
dering around and enjoying 
meat pies and roosterkoek at 
the Nanaga Farm Stall. Spring 
started with entertainment by 
the pupils of two schools. The 
Grade 3 pupils of St George's 
Primary treated us on Spring 
Day by reciting poems and sing-
ing and then giving us posies.   

A few days later Theodor 
Herzl's Grade 4 class also sang 
and brought gifts. Many feet 
tapped in time to the music 
when CCH Productions paid us 
a visit. After a curry and rice 
supper, some of the residents 
and members sang and danced 
to the music at a karaoke eve-
ning organised by  John Hud-
dlestone. Later in the year, 
when Floyd Caldwell, of Floyco 
Music, sang, more residents, 
and even Leonie Cameron, our 
W ednesday ha i rdresser , 
danced to the beat in the hall 
and on the veranda. At two 
birthday teas, we were enter-
tained by the members of the 
Happy Echoes and With One 
Accord.  At the September birth-
day tea, we  bade our supervi-
sor, Judy Rae, a fond farewell 
and warmly welcomed our new 
supervisor, Fransie Ford. On a 
day dreaded by all who fear Fri-
day the 13th or the number 13 
some residents enjoyed our 
morning tea  with a difference. 
Two quizzes tested our knowl-
edge. Ron Bell’s music quiz 
caused us to think back to our 
youth as we tried to remember 
the names of songs from the 
Sixties. The winners, who called  
themselves The Three Cow-
boys, were Brian Harris, Trevor 
Moolman and Mel Yates. The 
next quiz (with thanks to the late 
Trevor Whitfield) was “Who 
Wants to be a Millionaire?” 
Members racked their brains as 
they searched for answers. The 
winners were Doug and Lynne 
Steyn and Brian Harris, closely 
followed by two teams, Cicely 
Wakeford and  Mary Scarr, who 
tied with Wendy Wyatt and a 
new member, Pat Titterington. 
The annual fete was its usual 
success. The weather was kind 
and everyone enjoyed the 
morning.   
 
DESIREE  MARTIN 
Laubscher Park East and 
Walmer Service Centre 
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Laubscher Park East activites 

 
 
 

 

 

DESIREE MARTIN with 
DOUG and AUDREY HON-

EYBALL. Audrey won a 
prize for finding the hidden  
sticker under her plate at 
the August birthday tea. 

Celebrants at the August birthday tea … JEAN ARTICO, 
ROSE DIXON, VERONICA LOMBARD, AUDREY HONEY-
BALL, GERTIE VAN DER BERG and JEAN McDOUGALL. 

SINCE our Christmas in July 
dinner, Laubscher Park East 
and the Walmer Service Centre 
have taken part in a variety of 
activities. Jenny Rump, environ-
mental manager of the Zwart-
kops Conservancy, showed us 
just how, with a little effort,  rub-
bish can be turned into articles 
of use. What really looked inter-
esting were her examples of 
purses which were made from 
milk cartons.  Alethea Botha 
demonstrated how to make gift 
boxes and roses from doilies, 
after which she gave each per-
son chocolates to put in their 
boxes.    A resident, Liz van 
Sluys, once again spoke about 
one of her favourite topics, 
namely bees and honey. We 
also organised our own enter-
tainment, namely a series of 
“Midsomer Murders” DVDs, 
which were borrowed from the 
Walmer Library, and also a DVD 
of Andre Rieu, which George 
Wyatt showed. There were also 
slides which Mike Breen 
showed and which brought back 
memories of friends and activi-
ties over the years. Having 
found a number of games, we 
are hoping to bring about regu-
lar games mornings.  We just 
need to find people who know 
how to play games like Back-
gammon, Rummikub, Dominoes 
and Mastermind. One cool 
Thursday morning, a group 
went to Symara Knitwear Fac-

tory. Although most of us in-
tended going just to have a look, 
very few left without buying 
something, even if it was only a 
jar of raw honey. Later some 
braved the rain and spent the 
morning wandering around and 
enjoying meat pies and rooster-
koek at the Nanaga Farm Stall. 
Spring started with entertain-
ment by the pupils of two 
schools: The Grade 3 pupils of 
St George's Primary treated us 
on Spring Day by reciting poems 
and singing and then handing 

posies to us.  A few days later, 
Theodor Herzl's Grade 4 class 
also sang and brought gifts. 
Many feet tapped in time to the 
music when CCH Productions 
paid us a visit.   After a curry 
and rice supper, some of the 
residents and members sang 
and danced to the music at a 
karaoke evening organised by  
John Huddlestone. When Floyd 
Caldwell, of Floyco Music, sang, 
more residents, and even 
Leonie Cameron, our Wednes-
day hairdresser, danced to the 
beat in the hall and on the ve-
randa. At two birthday teas, we 
were entertained by the mem-
bers of the Happy Echoes and 
With One Accord.   Also at a 
birthday tea, we  bade our su-
pervisor, Judy Rae, a fond fare-
well, and warmly welcomed our 
new supervisor, Fransie Ford. 
On a day dreaded by all who 
suffer from a fear of Friday the 
13th or the number 13,  several 
residents enjoyed our morning 
tea with a difference. Two quiz-
zes tested our knowledge. Ron 
Bell's Music Quiz caused us to 
think back to our youth as we 
tried to remember the names of 
songs from the Sixties.  The 
winners, who called  themselves 
the Three Cowboys, were Brian 
Harris, Trevor Moolman and Mel 
Yates. The next quiz (with 
thanks to the late Trevor Whit-
field) was “Who wants to be a 
Millionaire?” Members racked 
their brains as they searched for 
answers. The winners were 
Doug and Lynne Steyn and 
Brian Harris, closely followed by 
two teams, Cicely Wakeford and  
Mary Scarr, who tied with 
Wendy Wyatt and a new mem-
ber, Pat Titterington. The annual 
fete was its usual success. The 
weather was kind and everyone 
enjoyed the morning. 
  
DESIREE  MARTIN 
Laubscher  Park  East and  
Walmer  Service  Centre 
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Fransie Ford new supervisor at LPE 

  

DESIREE MARTIN, chairperson of the WSC Entertainment 
Committee, handed a gift from LPE residents to JUDY RAE 

at the September birthday tea. With them are PAM 
MEAKER and KEITH and YVONNE WESSELS.  

FRANSIE FORD 

saw her move to Benoni for 
five years as she helped 
Henry in the garage that he 
had bought. This was fol-
lowed by a move to Knysna 
and eventually to The Feath-
erbed Nature Reserve, where 
Henry became the manager 
and Fransie managed the cu-

rio shop. A 13-month spell in 
Canada followed and then it 
was back to Viljoenskroon, 
where she became chalet 
manager at the Wawielpark 
Holiday Resort. Now she is at 
LPE and says “I love it here”.  
Fransie has worn many hats 
with great success and there 
is no doubt that she is well 
prepared to don her new hat 
and that it will be a perfect fit. 
Many people follow in others’ 
footsteps, but I fancy that our 
Fransie is going to make 
some pretty impressive foot-
steps of her own. Welcome 
Fransie, we hope you will be 
with us for many years. 
  
MIKE BREEN 
Laubscher  Park East 

ʼTIS the unchanging way of 
the world: people come and 
people go. Five years ago 
Judy Rae arrived at Laub-
scher Park East. She steered 
a steady course through 
many challenges that would 
have floored a person of 
lesser character and she has 
done it well. In September we 
bade her a sad farewell. She 
left at her own request and 
has moved to Normandy 
Court. We wish her well. Cer-
tainly our loss will be Nor-
mandy Court’s gain. 
 
In her stead we welcomed 
Fransie Ford to our village. 
She grew up as a farm girl in 
Hartbeesfontein where, 
among other things, her fam-
ily raised beef cattle and 
grew maize. She went to the 
local farm school, which had 
four teachers and classes 
where two grades were 
taught in one class at a time. 
“That was a good thing,” says 
Fransie, “because you got to 
know everyone.” She com-
pleted her schooling in 
Klerksdorp before doing a 
secretarial diploma at Anchor 
College. A stint with a firm of 
lawyers followed till she left 
them to marry her husband, 
Henry. This was the begin-
ning of a chain of events that 

September birthdays: BEA WILSON, SHEILA GRANGER, PHYLLIS SANDAN, MARLENE BEZUID-
ENHOUT, JOANIE RETIEF, CAROL SCHONKNECHT, AUDREY COOPER and OLGA YAWA. 
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Supervisor changes at Kruger Gardens 

   

KG supervisor ALIDA GERRYTS has retired 
and DENISE HURLEY has taken over. 

KRUGER GARDENS residents said farewell to 
their beloved supervisor, Alida Gerryts, on Oc-
tober 18 and welcomed another dearly loved 
village resident, Denise Hurley, as our new su-
pervisor. Alida was at Kruger Gardens for four 
years and made a huge impact on the happi-
ness and smooth running of village affairs. She 
is now a receptionist at the Morgan Bay Hotel 
on the Wild Coast, where she says all ECHO 
residents will be very welcome. Denise is a 
worthy and popular successor. She and her 
husband, Pat, have lived at Kruger Gardens for 
three years and are, like many “Kruger Guardi-
ans”, always helping and supporting others. 
Denise has extensive managerial and business 
experience and expertise, both nationally and 
internationally. Many ECHO residents will re-
member her from her years with Pick ’n Pay, 
particularly at its Summerstrand store. Kruger 

Gardens is fortunate to have such a caring new 
supervisor, making the transition smooth and 
successful in every way.   
 
DI HAARHOFF, Kruger Gardens 

CLAUDIA and ANTON OVERGOOR 

Memorable train trip on wedding anniversary 
ANTON and Claudia Overgoor are one of 
Kruger Gardens most popular couples and 
everyone was delighted to congratulate them 
on 60 years of wedded bliss. They have lived 
here from 2000 and can always be relied on to 
help, amuse and entertain – who could ever 
forget their bingo calling, the Club 100 night 
and  after-braai speeches, Claudia’s cakes, the 
Irish Tenors and, more recently, the Three KG 
Tenors on Valentine’s Day. Anton’s skill with 
his woodworking hobby is legendary. He is a 
master craftsman. Their love story is delightful 
– Anton’s parents came to SA from the Nether-
lands and he was born in Pretoria. He was a 
baker (many remember his Mackay’s Pies and 
Bakery) and was sent by SA Milling to do a 
three-year bakery course in London. On his re-
turn he continued to work in Klerksdorp, where 
Claudia’s father played cupid – insisting she 
meet “this Hollander chap” two days before she 
set off for London. When she returned eight 
months later, her father supplied Anton with the 
petrol to drive to Cape Town to collect her from 
the ship. They drove home together and the 
rest is history. They were married in Pretoria on 
2 September 1957 and the reception was in 
Klerksdorp. They have two children, Johann, a 
chef in Somerset West, and Dora-Ann, who 
lives in PE. Despite Anton’s expertise, it is 
Claudia who has always done the cooking and 

baking in their home! They shared many inter-
ests, including fishing and bowls, the latter for 
more than 40 years, competitively and adminis-
tratively. Their trophy cupboard is proof of this. 
They celebrated their anniversary by travelling 
on the luxurious Rovos Rail train from Cape 
Town to Pretoria, stayed for two nights in a ho-
tel in Irene before going by Rovos Rail to Dur-
ban. Stops on their journey included Matjies-
fontein, Kimberley, Spionkop and Ardmore Ce-
ramics. They ended up at the Oyster Box Hotel 
in Umhlanga. The trip was a dream come true 
for this special couple who have found the rec-
ipe for a loving and successful marriage.   
  
DI HAARHOFF, Kruger Gardens 
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Cantatori choir visits Stanbury Park 

   

PATSY McKAY, DENISE GASS and JOAN 
WALTERS made a happy trio when the Can-

tatori Choir performed at Stanbury Park.  

PEARIE and JULIANA PIENAAR with ERIKA 
JANSE VAN RENSBURG enjoyed listening  

to the à cappella choir. 

COLIN FOX, BOB BULLOCK and PATRICK 
FERGUSON. The choir sings in Afrikaans, 

English, German, Xhosa and Zulu. 

JANE SLIM, BARBARA WOODHEAD and 
JOHN SLIM. The choir consists of 12 men 

who sing without accompaniment. 

Beetle drive and talk on Irish conflict at KG 

ERNOLD WILLS (third from left) organised a 
well-attended beetle drive at KG. JOHN 
CROWE (right) scored the most points, 
JUDY JONES came second and KEITH  

DIMBLEBY completed the most beetles. 

KG military historian DECLAN BRENNAN 
gave an informative audio-visual presenta-

tion about the Northern Ireland conflict. 
With him are his brother, FERGAL, who was 

visiting from Dublin, and JUDY MORTON. 
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Happy Echoes at Fairhaven 100 Club 

  

Also enjoying the Happy Echoes at Fair-

haven were SARIE KOTZE, RITA BEASLEY 

and MARTIE WIEHMAN. 

RITA BOYES AND GLENDA HEWITT  
 were among the appreciative audience at 
the August 100 Club draw at Fairhaven. 

PIETER and ANSIE DU RANDT braved the 
elements to enjoy an hour of bright  

entertainment by the Happy Echoes at  
Fairhaven’s August 100 Club meeting. 

ANNETTE STUNDEN and WENDY TURNER, 
were among the many residents who came 

to hear the Happy Echoes perform at 
 Fairhaven’s August 100 Club draw. 

Story of treasured tea towel 
TO add something different to Fairhaven’s breakfast in Octo-
ber, residents were invited to bring their favourite tea towels 
and tell how they acquired them. Some fascinating tales 
emerged – as well as a couple of unusual tea towels. These 
included “Save Fuel, be cremated with a friend” and David 
Edgecombe’s treasured “Missions to Seamen” tea towel. David 
shared the history behind his acquisition: “During the 1960s I 
was a leader with the YMCA Sea Scouts in Durban. I joined the 
Missions to Seamen Support Group, who ran a coffee shop. 
That is where I bought my tea towel. The logo of the Missions 
to Seamen is The Flying Angel, which holds the Word of God.” 
  
ANNE THOMSON, Fairhaven 

DAVID and SARAH EDGE-
COMBE and the tea towel. 
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Karaoke fun, entertainers and music quiz 

   

Having fun at the Laubscher Part East karaoke evening … WENDY and GEORGE WYATT, 
HILARY PLAG and JOHN HUDDLESTONE and DOUG STEYN and JOHN FINLAYSON. 

VERONICA LOMBARD, ESTELLE BOTHA 
and YVONNE WEISS enjoyed the entertain-
ment put on by CCH Productions at WSC. 

PAT TITTERINGTON, HELGA SLABBERT 
and PAM MEAKER were among many who 

attended the CCH entertainment. 

“The Three Cowboys” TREVOR MOOLMAN, 
BRIAN HARRIS and MEL YATES won Rob 
Bell’s music quiz at the Walmer Service 
Centre. Contestants had to identify the 

names of songs from the Sixties.  

BRIAN and ANN MEYER, PHYLLIS  
SANDAN, PHYLLIS ELLIOTT and  

GEORGINA SKORBINSKI also appreciated 
the entertainment by CCH Productions at 

the Walmer Service Centre. 
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Coffee shop, karaoke evening at WP 

   

DAWN HOLDSWORTH, SHIRLEY VAN DER MERWE, 
MARTHIE STEENKAMP, JUNE ALLWRIGHT and ANSIE 
VAN ROOYEN at the WP coffee shop and market day. 

ELAINE BROUGH and 
NORMA ELLWOOD at the 

coffee shop. 

DOTTIE JONKER, CHRIS and DORA 
SCHUTTE and DORIANA VAN DER 

WESTHUIZEN enjoyed the coffee shop. 

YVONNE LE ROUX, DANEL BOUWER and 
HANNALORE LOGIE at the spring karaoke 

with John Huddlestone at Walton Park. 

MICHAEL and NOLA FRASER at the karaoke 
evening with a fish and chips supper.  

SANDRA EVANS, a guest from Summer 
Dunes, and ESLY STRYDOM at the karaoke.  
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Activities make MK residents happy 

   

YVONNE BARNARDO with 
ALETHEA BOTHA, who 

showed residents how to 
decorate their gift boxes. 

GLORIA EMSLIE with her 
gift box which she deco-

rated at Do it Yourself with 
Alethea at Munro Kirk. 

PAT BAILEY was another 
Munro Kirk resident who 
really enjoyed decorating 
gift boxes with Alethea. 

LORINDA ERASMUS holds 
the flower arrangement she 

made with Rodney. 

SUMI NAIDOO with the 
cupcakes she decorated. 

M&J Line Dancers BONITA HUGHES and JIM and  
MAUREEN ROYLE entertained Munro Kirk residents, 
 including PAT BAILEY and FRANK BERRISFORD. 

HENNIE DEKKER, GLORIA EMSLIE and RODNEY DE 
BEYER also enjoyed the line dancing. 
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Musical entertainment at Dunant Park 

   

CAROL STEPHENSON and KERRYN  
BARTON sang at the afternoon tea at 

Dunant Park. 

YVONNE NICHOLAS (Walton Park) and ANN 
GREEN (Fairhaven) joined the Dunant Park 

residents for the entertainment and tea. 

DUNANT PARK, Duncan 
Ferguson and the Lodge resi-
dents spent a wonderful af-
ternoon having tea with en-
tertainment on August 19. 
Delicious sandwiches, choco-
late éclairs and lemon curd 
tartlets  were enjoyed. More 
than 50 people attended, in-
cluding three brave men. 
New residents Margie Hold-
stock and Joan van der Hoff 
joined us. There were also 
visitors from other villages, 
including Yvonne Nicholas 
from Walton Park and Ann 
Green from Fairhaven. The 
entertainment was provided 
by Carol Stephenson and 
Kerryn Barton. They sang 
songs from “Mamma Mia” 
and by John Denver and oth-
ers. Some were presented in 
a sing-along style so the au-
dience could join in. Carol 
and Kerryn mimed a number 
from “Phantom of the Opera”, 
complete with cloak and fan, 
hamming it up so that we col-
lapsed in laughter. What a 
good way to forget one’s 
troubles. 
 
SIGRID HUMAN 
Dunant Park 

New residents MARGIE HOLDSTOCK and JOAN VAN DER 
HOFF enjoyed the tea and entertainment at Dunant Park. 

HELEN WINFIELD and BEV GREEN with the popular cup 
cakes at the Dunant Park mini fete to raise funds for the 

Entertainment Committee. 

Mini fete raises funds at DP  
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Women’s Day tea at Stanbury Park 

   

ANS DE JONG, DENISE GASS, ERIKA JANSE VAN  
RENSBURG, MARIAN HEINRICH and JULIE YATES at the 

Stanbury Park Women’s Day tea. 

MARGARET MICHIE and 
JANET BROWN were also 

at the special tea. 

GAIL VAN DER MERWE, BARBARA  
COLEMAN and LYNETTE FERGUSON 

 were among others who attended the tea. 

FELICITY NEWTON, BERTHA VAN 
NIEKERK and SARAH VAN DER BERG  

celebrated Women’s Day at Stanbury Park. 

 Forty Dunant Park residents went on an outing to Schoenies and had a delicious lunch at 
the Sacramento Restaurant. Among them were ELAINE and PETER TODD and HENRY 

POTGIETER, BERTHA VAN NIEKERK and Henry’s brother, JOHAN. 

Dunant Park residents’ lunch at Schoenies 
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Presentation on rhino capture at KG 

   

DEREK and PEARL SCOTNEY with their son, CLIVE, and 
his wife, KERRY, at the sherry, soup and sweets evening. 
Clive and Kerry were on a visit from Brisbane, Australia, 
and accompanied Clive’s parents to watch three rhinos  

being captured, dehorned and moved to a safe new home. 

PAUL and ELMIEN KRUGER at the soup, 
sherry and pudding evening. 

A SPECIAL attraction at the 
Kruger Gardens sherry, soup 
and sweets evening was a 
presentation on rhino capture 
and removal from Buckland 
Game Reserve to save the 
rhinos from further poaching. 
The property was once Pearl 
Scotney’s family farm be-
tween Grahamstown and 
Fort Beaufort. Clive gave an 
audio-visual presentation af-
ter Pearl spoke about the his-
tory of the original farm. Resi-
dents were greeted with a 
glass of sherry before being 
treated to a wide selection of 
soups and delicious sweets 
made by the residents.  

ANNE STEWART (right) and her carer, 
ALTA BOSHOFF, at the Chinese dinner. 

ALFREDA WORSLEY, PETER KRAUSE, 
WALTER FORRESTER and LILIAN WILSON 

enjoyed the happy occasion. 

CHRIS and WENDY SHUTTLEWORTH were 
among the 96 residents who attended the 
Chinese dinner catered for by the Forlees. 
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Burgers, quiz and Heritage Day braai 

   

IAN and MARION MOORE (front) with new 
residents DANIE HONEYCOMB and FREDA 
BUNDY-PALMER at the build-a-burger and 

quiz evening at Walton Park. 

ISOBEL DU PLESSIS and ELSABE GOUWS 
welcomed new residents YVONNE  
NICHOLAS and JEAN WOOLLIAMS  

(seated) to the burger and quiz evening. 

ELMA COX and LENIE BRYANT enjoyed the 
evening. Five teams took part in a general 
knowledge quiz and the first three teams 

won prizes. “The Village Idiots” won. 

MARIE BASSON, SHIRLEY VAN DER 
MERWE, DOTTIE JONKER and IONA 
 REYNEKE at the Heritage Day braai. 

GERALD MOUSLEY and SHEILA ROSE also 
had a good time at the special braai held at 

Walton Park on Heritage Day. 

JOHAN and AMANDA FOURIE (supervisor), 
PEGGY COLLINS and MARY BAINBRIDGE 

had a good time at the burger and quiz  
evening at Walton Park. 
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GARDENING 

By Heather 
Hutchings 

Three garden “dwarves” at the Dunant Park Garden Club 
meeting held at Duncan Ferguson: HAZEL SCHLAPHOFF, 
PAT GEACH and LIBBY ORPEN. After tea members of the 

club toured the Duncan Ferguson gardens. 

WHAT a wonderful spring we 
had this year! The Erythrinas 
(coral trees) and the Ra-
pheolepis (Indian hawthorns) 
were spectacular in August, 
September and October and 
the Grevilleas  (silky oaks) 
made the avenues in Walmer 
into passages of golden 
branches. Nature has a way  
of compensating plants which 
are under stress and so 
these trees and shrubs flow-
ered amazingly well, despite 
the lack of rain. There are so 
many colourful plants which 
are indigenous to this region 
and which will survive our 
wayward weather  conditions.  
Polygalas, commonly known 
as Bloukappies, are easy to 
grow and will usually seed 
themselves once established 
in a shrubbery. Perennials  
which have been very showy 
this season are the Limoni-
ums, also known as statice. 
Limoniun perezii  has blue-
mauve flowers with touches 
of white and makes a lovely 
show in spring and summer. 
It seeds itself  freely and 
seems to be highly drought 
resistant. The large leaves 
make  an effective ground 
cover when the plant is not in 
flower. The pink Limoniun 
peregrinum is also a tough 
drought-resistant plant. Both 
these perennials grow well in 
coastal sandy soil. They ap-
preciate a top-dressing of 
compost once a year and 
occasionally a sprinkling of 
Seagrow liquid fertilizer. 
Gazanias, Osteospernums, 
Dimorphothecas, Arctotis and 
all the other indigenous dai-
sies make a colourful contri-
bution at various times of the 
year and can provide a show 
in dry weather. 
 
Merry Christmas and hope-
fully more rain in 2018.       

Stanbury Park residents held an Arbor Day tree-planting 
ceremony on Sunday, September 3. Thanks to BRUCE 
ROBERTSON (right), who had a wild plum tree donated to 
the village by the Nelson Mandela University, and to ECHO 
for supplying the soil. Bruce gave an enlightening talk 
about the value of trees in our world and the terrifying rate 
at which our forests are being exploited. With Bruce are       
JUDY MERKEL, ANS DE JONG and his wife, SUSANNA. 

The ECHO Foundation board, management and the Hello-o-o 
Echo editorial committee are not responsible for the views  

expressed or the statements made in this publication. 


